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TEE
Al-Tawheed

Part 1: Methodology of Ahlul Sunnah in Extraction of the
Shriat Rulings & Laws

1. Following the “Manifest/text” and neglect Ta’aweel

2. Looking into the intentions and considering the consequences.

Following the Muhkam “Clearly established” and leave the Mutashabih
‘Intricate”.

Taweel

The “True” and the “Metaphoric” in speech.

Integration of the Daleel

Integration between the “Elements” of the General/fundamental rules in light of
the general Rules.

8. Other relevant Jurisprudence bases.

w

No gk

Part 2: Tawheed

Call of the Prophets

Constitution of the Fitra

Deen is fundamental and branches

Tawheed is the Fundamental of the Deen

Title of Tawheed: the Testimonies

Meaning of La-Ilah Illa Allah

Meaning of Al-Rabb, Ibadah, Deen and Illah

Tawheed is two parts, Uloohiyah, and Robobiyah

Tawheed Al-robobiyah is the base for Ulohiyah and Ulohiyah is the aim of Al-
robobiyah.

CoNR~ LN E

Part 3: Tawheed Al-Robobiyah

The Rule of Ahlul Sunnah in Names and Attributes of Allah swit.
The Summarized misattribution, and detailed attribution.
The Quran Ayas of Robobiyah
Names and attributes and meaning.
e Ascendance: slsl
e Establishment (on the Thrown): «!siwy!
e Coming: (sl
e Descendance : Js 3l
e Laughing ¢~all
e Accompaniment; il

el oA
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Part 4: Tawheed Al-Ibadah

1. Meaning of Tawheed Al-lbadah
2. Aspects of Tawheed Al-lbadah

a. Ruling with the Laws of Shariat
b. Wala’a
c. Nusuk (Rituals).

Part 5:

Iman & Islam

=

5.

1. Eman & Islam definitions
Eman of Ahlul Sunnah
a. Saying & Action
b. Increases & decreases
Levels of Eman
a. Comprehensive
b. Detailed
c. Complete
Componants of Eman
a. For Ahlul Sunnah
i. Knowledge
ii. Believe (Confirmation of the truth)
iii. Commitment (
1. Establishment,
2. execution)
b. For people of Innovation (Murjiyah, Khawarij, Mutazilah)
Levels of Sins

Part 6: Element of Ignorance of Tawheed and its impact on

Iman

1. The Concept of Ignorance in Shariat and its Limitations
2. Types of “Ignorance”.
3. The Concept of casting “Kuftr on the Specific Individual”

A gl & gudn gay Allaia o)
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Following the “Manifest text” and Neglecting Ta’aweel
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Research 2

Looking into the Intentions and Considering the
Consequences
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Categorization of Words and their relationship with the Intention of the
speaker
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1. Words that are identical to the intention of the speaker:
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2. Words that turn out to be not meant by the speaker:

L.;MSAAJ\:JAJ‘OM\)(}S&‘}GMS:D‘)&&J_—JJ_-_IY}DUMM\J_—]):)YLA .a
U el e gy "l Calt gh LS e 5 iy La e pie

S Al 030 iy el s LIS o JLals (15 ina e <31 3 5 Le b
i iyl gAY b sy ¥ Le O 1 (5 ¢ 4o n a5 il o oS
i gyl i s La Lt 55U S s m

87 a2z ) 4115

Train the Trainer Manual, Dr Tariq Abdelhaleem, 31 Dec 2003, Ver 4.1 8



DAR AL-ARQAM ISLAMIC CENTER
ne_‘mdsé;l@‘)éew\%_‘hn

B 3
e Aall o Jeall o LIS Gl e cuand 4l acaly Y IS5 G el e C
RYSFPNA

(28 A A b Ll Jo Ao 09S¢ (99 Fra (pe AT Jaiad ) LAY 5 Gl acdl)
Al g la

3. Words that carry more than one meaning without preference, and
it is clear in what it was used for:
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Considering the Intentions:
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A) The Action is correct and the Intention is correct:

This is considered accepted unconditionally.

£ ) il Cilkall Juad g £yl Wil Jadl) JS& ¢ 98 o 3 (AU andl)

B) The Action is not correct and the Intention is not correct:

This is considered rejected unconditionally.
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C) The Action is correct and the Intention is not correct
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1. The person does not know that the action is correct:
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2. The person knows that the action is correct, and his intention is
to oppose shariat:

s &) A38) ga CAlSAl) dua g £yl Wil Jadll 985 o) 3 a1 awdl)

D) The Action is not correct, and the Intention is correct:
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1. The person knows that the action is not correct, but he does it with
the intention to follow Sunnah: this is Bida a.
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3. The person does not know that the action is not correct: then it
might be:
a. Accepted (or not prosecuted) if we consider the intention,
based on the first hadith of Intentions.
b. Or not accepted if we consider the action based on the
second Hadith of rejecting the inconsistent actions.

Scholars have different opinions about this situation, where some
accepted in general, and some rejected in general, and some
considered the action, if it is in Ibadah then they reject it, or in
transactions, so, they accept it.
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Considering the Consequences:
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Muhkamat & Mutshabihat
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” He it is Who has sent down to you the book; in it are versus basic (of
established meaning-Muhkamat), they are the foundation of the book, and
other are not of well-established meaning (Mutshabihat). But those in whose
hearts is perversity follow the part thereof that is not (Muhkamat) seeking
discard and searching for hidden meanings (Taweel of the book), but no one
knows its true meanings except Allah. And those who are firmly grounded in
knowledge say: we believe in the book; the whole of it is from our Lord, and
none will grasp the message except men of understanding” Aal’ Imran 7.

In this Ayat, it is clear that Allah is talking about two different types of
Ayat: Muhkam and Mutashabeh (Muhkamat PI. and Mutashabehat PI.).

Muhkam in the Arabic sense is: the thing that is precise, clear and beyond
ruining.
03 3a a sgda 58 0 yuuadil 0 1 ) gling ¥ o 1l) prual o) Ll b aSaal) @
G L gh g cLany Audary Aadl La Ay ad) (b Abial g colina rasda il 0 o ) gling L 52 Ajldially @
Lldia Lan dllll g ol oY)

Mutashabeh in the Arabic sense: is the thing that is “Alike”; like twins they
are Mutashabeh! However, as things become alike it might some times make
confusion. The word Mutashabeh was also used in the Quran use as the
words that causes confusion.

There are two meaning to the words Muhkam and Mutashabeh in the Quran:
Ihkam (or Muhkam) in the general sense: refers to all of the Quran as all of
the words of Allah are precise, strong and clear. Allah says:

Train the Trainer Manual, Dr Tarig Abdelhaleem, 31 Dec 2003, Ver 4.1 14



DAR AL-ARQAM ISLAMIC CENTER
ne_‘mdsé;l@‘)éew\%_‘hn

T

”This is a book, with verses of established meaning (Auhkimat, or made
Muhkam) further explained in detail from One who is Wise and well-
Acquainted.” Hud 1.

This means that the Ayas are made strong and powerful in ljaz.
i Y g4 oo Y Ui 1pL&) cilddl dray A La CuSaly @

Mutashabih was also used in Quran in its original meaning which is “look
alike in being strong and precise”.

el sasule G E 225 038K D S0t ) S o GLeE G e pd 021 J5 4D
23: a3 < 53 )

Allah Said:” Allah has sent down the best words a book that is alike
(Mutashabeh) repeatedly”. Al-zumar 23

Llany dudany (o ey M8 Callal) g Jilatl) olina Lin agliilly @

But, yet the Quran used the words Muhkam and Mutashabeh in an opposite
sense as in A’l-Imran 7. Scholars extracted three different contrasting
meanings of Ihkam and Tashabuh:

e Muhkam is whatever has a known meaning, Mutashabeh then is
whatever we don’t know what it means.

OLAN & A g il adlia g oline i jay alle g Ajliiialld colina i s Le aSaall @

e  Muhkam is whatever does not need any other text to reveal its
meaning( what stands alone). Mutashabeh then is whatever
requires another source of knowledge to get to understand it.

Al 0o lalday a3ty Le O3 Aldiall (9% 0 (o lalday ajliy Y Le g2 aSadlly @
(Gl & 10 Balgd agd | LS W g o Mad Al g8 Mikd alal) il A s e Ay s A
Luanadi ¥ g foud Ll Y 3) alaal) Jub e A

Scholars stated that the General - A’am - (if no specific - Khas -attached to
it), the Absolute — Mutlaq - (if no Qualified — Mugayad — is attached to it)
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are examples of the Muhkam Ayat. The following examples in the Taweel
section cover some of it. So, the ayat of Ahkam are among the Muhkamat if
they are of the A’am or Absolute, otherwise, they are from the Mutashabeh,
in the sense that they need or depend on other ayat (Khas and Mugayad
ayats).

e A Gt alhaad) g paada A oSy al ) alal) iy @

The Taweel that was related to those who are sick in heart is the one that
deals with the unclear — unobvious verses such as the letters in the start of
the suras. Some scholars say that the attributes of Allah swt are
Mutashabehat. If they mean that the attributes are Mutashabehat in the sense
that we can not realize its actual meaning except in the hereafter, then we
might say that it’s Mutashabehat. But, if it means that the verses of the
attributes are not understandable and unclear, this is not correct. The versus
of the attributes are clear and precise, in the sense that the meaning of it are
clear, such as the coming of Allah at the day of judgment, we do not know
how He swt comes but we know what “coming” is, and we know that to
Him it can not be the same as ours. This is why Imam Malik said to the
person who asked him about the “Setting” of Allah SWT on the throne: what
does it means? He said: “setting is known, how is unknown, believing in it is
obligatory and questioning it is Bidaa. The prophet spent 23 years with the
Sahaba telling them every thing about the Quran and explaining every verse
in every way. So, how come he rsun died without telling them what the
attributes of Allah means? Which is the most important thing in Agida?
Subhan Allah!!.14

Gl 3l a5 399a 1z "euhall O 8l e aal 14
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Ta’weel

This word is derived, in the Arabic Language from: “A’awala”, which
means, in the Arabic sense: Return back to the original meaning, that is why
the people of a person are referred to as A’al J! as in A’al Ibrahim, or A’al
Imran.

The Shariat use of the word, it refers to three different meanings:

1. Taweel: means “Tafseer”; i.e. explanation. It was used in this sense

in some old Tafseer books such as Tafseer Al-Tabari.
Jpalls g1 (Jygldl) Aale 5, " Cuanl) (A IS B Jagli o ulal) Jsh LaS peadll ray Joslil e
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2. Taweel: means realization of the meaning in reality. Or in other
words, the actual happening of the words into actions. This is
expressed in some Quranic use of the word such as in surat Yusof,
when the prophet Yusof (pon) saw his parents and 12 brothers
nailing in front of him, in Egypt “This is the Taweel of what I have
seen in my dream before” "Ga ) Ledea 8 U8 e by Jagli i ", So, the
actual happening of the event is considered its Taweel. Also, Allah
SWT said in Quran:” Do they just wait for the final fulfillment of
the Event (Taweelahu), on the day of the Event is finally fulfilled
(Taweeluhu), those who disregarded it before will say: the
messengers of our Lord did indeed bring true” Al-A’araf 53."
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3. Taweel: means “deviation from the obvious meaning of the word
(Zaher) to another possible meaning due for a specific sign or
proof”. It was used in two different types of Ayas:

a. Ahkam Ayas
b. Names and Attributes of Allah swT.

a. This definition is applicable when it applies to Ahkam (Laws) of
Shariat. To explain this part we have to expand on some parts of the
“Islamic Jurisprudence” or “Usool Al-Figh” which is the “Rules of
Interpretation: Deduction of the Laws from its sources”. However, we
are going to give an example in this brief to illustrate the meaning.

In the Quran, some text uses the General sense (but Allah swT has
permitted the Trade and forbidden the (Riba)” Bagra 275

(275 15l B £ C“j‘ VR FRTIT C“j‘ G NG ﬁu IR
and same in Al-Nisaa 29, Allah Said

B 5 18 o 2 51 0% of Yy bl K a0 1S 3 15T b g
(29 : by g 3K, O &) 2Kk

> Oh you believe do not eat your property among yourselves in vanities,
but let there be amongst you traffic and trade by mutual good-will: not
kill yourselves”. But still Allah forbid some types of Trade like going
out to meet with the traders who carry the goods and try to set a price
limit oLS_Y 35, or Gharar

Or:

28 : 5l o3 B0 fen il itim Sl
But it was specified in case of pregnant women
(4 ooy F305 2l of 2305 JLe‘}!\ &N

So, the first Ayah”A’am” is now Mutashabih as it requires the second
one “Khass” to clarify its meaning.
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e So, this is called Specifying from the General or “Taweel” as used
by some Muslim scholars. This type of Taweel is accepted.

b. Attributes of Allah swr: this meaning of Taweel is not accepted in
this sense.

There are three conditions scholars defined to make the Taweel
accepted:

e That new meaning can be understood through the word in
general, and the linguistic meaning is also accepted and can be
understood by the word. Fxall Jlia) 5 aalll J o8

e There is a viable reason why to deviate from the obvious
meaning.

e There should be a reference that substantiates the other, not
obvious, meaning.

When it comes to understanding the attributes of Allah swT, we cannot
judge what it might really mean. The correct approach to that is to just
stick to the obvious meaning of it, knowing that Allah swt “there is
nothing looks like Him, and He is the one to see and the
Hearer” uadl el sa 5 b alieS Gl Keeping this meaning of Ayat in
mind shall always keep us away from the thoughts of making
ALLAH’S attributes are like humans. But in the same time it forbids us
from deviating the words from its obvious meaning to another meaning,
without a proof of it.

Also, some sects uses Taweel as a way to twist the meaning of the ayas
to what ever proofs their point of view; such as Shiat; they made
Taweel to the Ayat “Allah is commanding you to slaughter a cow” they
said the cow is mother of the believers Aisha !!. as they hate her. Sufis
use Taweel all the time to deviate Muslims from the real obligations
and rules of shariat. They say, for instance that Quran has Zaher
(obvious meaning) and Batin (inner meaning) and the inner meaning is
only meant to be addressed by the sufi people and that prophets only
taught people the Zaher because they can not bare the inner meaning !!!
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This should be studied with the research on “the True meaning and the
metaphoric meaning”
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Research 4

The True Meaning and the Metaphoric Meaning
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Integration of All Shriat Evidences
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Research 7

Consideration of the “Particulars” of the General Rules In
light of the General Rules and Visa versa

The “General Rules” are those Rules that are derived from the individual evidences of
Quran and Sunnah (called single/particular evidences). These Rules become of higher
judgment status over these particular evidences. There are two methods to extract these
General Rules:

1. The “Text” that spells out the Rule if available: such as the Ayah “And every Human
beings fate We have fastened in his own neck”. This statement is true and general for
every human being. Other phrases can also give the “Generalization” text such as:

a. The letter “The”, such as: “The divorced women shall wait concerning
themselves for three monthly periods.”

b. The letter “If” when attached to a type/name that doesn’t have “The” as a
predecessor, such as: “O ye who believe! if a wicked person comes to you
with any news, ascertain the truth”.

c. The word “whoever” when in denial context, such as: “whoever fail to judge
by what Allah hath revealed, they are the Unbelievers”.

There can be another ayas that make this general text specific to some of the cases that
are under the original general text, and take out some cases that were originally included
in the general text inference. It is safe to say that every general statement in Quran had
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been limited to specifics, as Al-shafie said, except the Ayah: “And Allah knows every
thing”.

2. The “Comprehensive Survey” of evidence that covers the subject of the search,
wherever it is found, until it forms a solid, undeniable fundamental rule that is,
considering the vast number of its founding particular evidence, becomes dominant
over any individual or specific evidence in its subject. An example of that is the rule
is the ‘No harm to be bared, and no harm to be conflicted”. As a stand alone text, it
was reported in a weak hadith, the meaning of the Hadith is spread over shariat in a
vast number of Quran, Sunnah and sirah events rulings to the extent that it outweigh
the single hadith and rules over it. Ayas such as: “No mother shall be treated unfairly
on account of her child. Nor father on account of his child” Al-bagarah 233, or the
ruling of the Prophet PBUH in the matter of Al-Zubair and the person who denied
him the right to have an access to the water through his land, and many other single
evidence. In fact, that is how character judgment is normally established for certain
people of being generous or kind; by adding the specific individual incidents to
establish the general meaning with which they are judged by. In shariat, the category
of the “Comprehensive Rules” which are five and the ‘General Figh Rules” that are
lower in level than those comprehensive rules. They are established through this type
of evidence; such as “if matters get tighter, it eases up” or “necessities allow the
prohibited”.

The scholars of Ahlul Sunnah established that the correct approach for extracting
rulings is to consider both the individual/specific evidence and the “general rule”
under which the incident falls. Neglecting either would make the ruling incorrect.
However, they limited the effect of the particular evidence as refuting a general rule
for the sake of a single one is as refuting the many specifics that the general rule was
established upon.
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Shall We then treat the People of Faith like the People of Sin?
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These two kinds (of men) may be compared to the blind and deaf, and those who can see and hear
well. Are they equal when compared? Will ye not then take heed?

The letter of Umar to Abi Musa Al-Asharie in regards to Judicial duties:

It is one of the most important documents in the history of Islamic shriat, as
scholars has drawn a lot of fundamentals and rules of Usool and evidence
from it.

“From Umar Ibn Al-Khatab to Abi Musa Al-Asharie:

Judging is a Firm duty, and established Sunnah, so comprehend whatever
you are presented with, as speaking of the right means nothing without the
capacity to carry it out. Make people equal in front of you in your attention,
your court, and your judgment, so as to make no tyrant have any hopes of
your weakness, and no weak person loses hope of your just. Prove is the
burden of the plaintiff, and swore is upon the defendant. Settlement is
allowed between (quarrelling) Muslims, except a settlement that makes haram
allowed or makes allowed haram. Whoever claimed a right that he has no
evidence for (at the moment), give him a firm time to show up his evidence,
and if he brings the evidence, he gets his right, otherwise, he loses his case,
as this establishes full excuse for the case and uncover the blindness around
it. If you make a judgment yesterday, and felt today that you have missed the
Hag in it, do not make that stop you from going back in your judgment, as
Hag was eternally established, and does not get refuted, and it is better for
you to go back in your judgment than to keep holding to the Batil (wrong).
Muslims are equal in being originally accepted as trustworthy, except those
who make false testimonies, or those who were once wiped for major sin, or
those who might be suspicious of being relatives or supporters (to one
party), as Allah Has kept the Batin (intentions) of His slaves to Himself, and
waived their punishments (when they commit sins) except with evidence. And,
understanding, understanding of whatever is presented to you in which no
Quran and Sunnah is available for, and then measure (weight, make Logical
deduction for) events and reflect on the parables (the like of these events that already
exist in Quranand Sunnah) and then carry out whatever you feel more beloved by
Allah and you find closest to the Haq as this brings more Thawab to you.

Train the Trainer Manual, Dr Tarig Abdelhaleem, 31 Dec 2003, Ver 4.1 36



DAR AL-ARQAM ISLAMIC CENTER
ne_‘mdsé;l@‘)éew‘%_‘hn

T

And beware of being angry, bored or hurt by people’s affairs, as judging
wherever the Haq is brings thawab of Allah, and establishes clean
reputation. So, whoever had pure intention to bring about the Haq (just),
Allah swt will protect him from people. And whoever pretend that he holds
quality that he actually does not have, Allah will expose him in front of
people, as Allah does not accept any deed except that is pure to Him. So,
how you think of a Thawab of Allah that will show here in His Rizq
(bounty) and will be kept (for you) in His Safes of mercy.”
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Part 1

Section 1: The Message of the Prophets
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It is elementary to state that the base for Islam is Tawheed "Oneness". However, it is also
the base for all other messages®® from Allah swt, for the sake of providing guidance to
Man kind. The essence of all these messages has always been the same, to worship Allah,
and to abolish Shirk and Kufr (worship of any other object, human being, and institution
.etc.). Allah swt told Ibraham's statement in Quran: "And he left it as a Word to endure
among those who came after him, that they may turn back (to Allah)." Al-Zukhruf 28.
The word that was endured among humans to come back to was the word of Tawheed.

“There is no religion before Allah but Islam” A’al Imran 19
MaSla) Al die cpalf o)
1.1. It is the mercy of Allah swt to guide Man to Islam in three different ways:

a. The Primary Constitution: Allah swt mentioned this Constitution in Surat
Al-A'araf, where He described the scene in which He brought out all human
beings to stand before Him and make them testify to His Lordship:

When thy Lord drew forth from the Children of Adam from their loins,
their descendants, and made them testify concerning themselves, (saying):
"Am | not your Lord (Who cherishes and sustains you)?** They said: ""Yea!
we do testify!"" (this), lest ye should say on the Day of Judgment: " Of this
we were never mindful. Or lest ye should say: "'Our fathers before us may
have taken false gods, but we are (their) descendants after them: wilt Thou
then destroy us because of the deeds of men who were futile?*" Al-A'araf
172/173.

This Prime Constitution has refuted the two major excuses that Man often
uses to divert from the submission to Allah or Allah’s Rulings; Blind
following (Tagleed), or Ignorance (Jahl).

3 Muslims do not see any other religion as truthful. That is why the word "Deen" was never used in its
plural sense in Quran or sunnah. To Muslims it is different messages from the same God rather than
different religions.

Train the Trainer Manual, Dr Tarig Abdelhaleem, 31 Dec 2003, Ver 4.1 38



=)

DAR AL-ARQAM ISLAMIC CENTER
ne_‘mdsé;l@‘)éew\%_‘hn

T

b. Allah swt also created Man kind with the original instinct (Fitra) that

recognizes Islam as its prime belief, if it is not to be corrupted by other
delusional, Man-Made believes. It is reported in Al-Boukhari, Al-Termizie,
Ahmad and Malik that the Prophet said:

"There is no new born that is not born on the Fitra (Islam), but his
parents converts him to Christianity, Judaism or xxxxx""

However, Allah's Mercy dictated that Man will not be judged in accordance
to these two evidence and proofs. Allah swt decreed that judgment will be
made on bases of receiving the message of Tawheed from His Prophets.
Allah swt said:

""Who receiveth guidance, receiveth it for his own benefit: who goeth
astray doth so to his own loss: no bearer of burdens can bear the
burden of another: nor would We visit With Our Wrath until We had
sent a messenger (to give warning)."*” Al-Israa 15.

Allah swt Has decreed to reward or Punish people in based on their response
to the message they receive from Him. It is vital to understand that receiving
the message is the base for judgment as decreed by Allah swt. It is not to
understand the message. The existence of knowledge (in general) and its
available to an individual is enough to affirm that there is Hujjah (ground of
dispute) for people against Allah swt. Allah swt said:

= rd
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"Messengers who gave good news as well as warning, that mankind, after

(the coming of) the Messengers, should have no plea against Allah: for
Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise.". Al-Nisaa 165.

37 However, Messengers are sent to ALL/EVERY nation as clearly stated in Quran. Allah swt said:

"Verily We have sent thee in Truth, as a bearer of glad tidings, and as a warner: and there
never was a people, without a warner having lived among them." Fater 24.

"For We assuredly sent amongst every People a messenger, (with the Command), "*Serve
Allah, and eschew Evil": of the people were some whom Allah guided, and some on whom
Error became inevitably (established). So travel through the earth, and see what was the end
of those who denied (the Truth).". Al-Nahl 36.
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1.2. To understand any text of the Quran, it is essential to go back to the original meaning
of the Arabic language as it is the language of Quran, and it holds the authentic and

correct meaning of the revelation. Allah swt said in Al-Shu'ara 195:

@ ooetof L

"In the perspicuous Arabic tongue"
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1.3. In the Arabic language, the word "Deen" means:

1. Dominance, or sway, on the part of someone in authority;

2. Obedience, servitude, or worship on the part of the one submitting to the
authority;

3. Laws, rules or regulations or code imposed, and required to be observed, in the
context of the above relationship; and

4. Calling to account (for obedience or non-obedience to the Authority or for
compliance or non-compliance with its dictates), passing judgment, and
pronouncing reward or punishment.

The word was used in Quran the four senses in Quran®®
First and Second Sense:
It is Allah Who has made the earth as a resting place for you, and the sky a canopy, and

has given you shape-and what a piece of work it is!-and has provided for your sustenance
things pure and wholesome; such is Allah, your Lord. So Glory be to Allah, the Lord of

Ol (3 Ay )Y Clallaadll aal 38
39 This part is extracted from Four Terms in Quran, Abu Al’alaa Al-Mawdudi
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the Worlds. He is the Living (One); there is no god but He; so address your prayers to
Him, making your deen exclusive for Him. Praise is to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds.
(Quran 40:65)

) Szl el haesil 54 N 00 5 20154 B
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Verily We have sent down to you (0' Muhammad) Book, with Truth; therefore, make
your deen exclusive for Allah, and give your ibadah to Him alone. Hark! Deen pertains
exclusively to Him (and Him alone). (Quran 39:2-3)
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Do (the non-believers) want some deen other than Allah's, and this despite the fact that to
Him are subservient, willingly or unwillingly, all the creatures and thing, that constitute
the universe and to Him it is that they shall (all) return'? (Quran 3:83)
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The Third Sense:

Say (O Muhammad): "If you suffer from any doubts as to the details, or validity or
rationality of my deen, then let it be known to you that I do not give me ‘ibadah to
anyone other than Allah He Who (having alone the power in this regard) causes you to
die, and I have been bidden to be of the believers (in Him), and to set my conduct and
coarse wholly and solely according to the Deen and not to become one of those who
associate others with Allah. (Quran 10:104-105)
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Authority vests in Allah alone. (And) He has Commanded that we do not give our ‘ibadah
to any accept Him; this is the Deen, right and proper. (Quran 12:40)
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And to Him belong all who are in the heavens and the earth. All are subservient to Him,
... He has propounded to you a similitude from your own (experience). Is any of your
slaves a partner with you in the bounty We have conferred upon you? Do you make them
equal partners in your ownership of your possessions? ... The truth is that these
misguided people follow their own wrong and baseless notions, ideas and desires without
proper knowledge... So you (O Muhammad) set your face straight upon the Deen, and
follow the natural course meant by Allah for men [What is meant is that it is Allah alone
Who has created man, and provided for his sustenance and others of his needs, that there
is no god but He, and that He alone is man's Master and the only authority rightfully
deserving of his worship. Therefore, it would be fitly in accordance with this natural fact
that man should believe, and behave, as only Allah's creature and servant and not anyone
else's at all. Maududi]. It is not right that Allah's Design be interfered with. This is the
right and proper Deen and yet many a people know this not. (Quran 30:26,28-30).

The adulterer, and the adulteress, let them both be given a hundred stripes each, and let
not pity overcome you in a matter of Allah's Deen [Adultery, in Islam, is the commission
of the sexual act between a male end a female not married to each other. The fact that it
has been committed through mutual consent is no mitigation of the offence. The
punishment here prescribed is that in the case of persons who are unmarried. In the case
of a married person (who would have less reason to commit adultery), the punishment is
that be or she be stoned to death, and there are categorical orders that this be done in
public and be witnessed by a crowd (so as to serve as a lesson to others). In fact all bodily
punishments are required, by the Shari'ah to be inflicted in public. There is far more
psychology in this than in all the writings of those who decry whipping or death
sentences, in the name of humanness. Abu Asad]. (Quran 24:2)
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In Allah's Writ, the number of months has always been twelve to a year, from the day He
erected the heavens and the earth; of which (twelve) four are sacred; this is the true and
straight deen (usage). (Quran 9:36)

And thus did those whom they associated with Allah make it appear a commendable act
in the eyes of the mushrikeen [That is, the people guilty of shirk, the association of others
with God. Maududi] to slay their children in order to lead them to their own destruction,
and cause confusion in their deen. (Quran 6:138)

"Have they taken some people to be partners (with Allah) who prescribe ways for them in
the nature of deen, for which they have had no permission from Allah". (Quran 42:21)

"For you, your deen, and for me mine own". (Quran 109:6)

In all these verses, the word Deen has been used to mean the law, rules or regulations,
shari‘ah, or code of conduct, or that system of thought and action which a person
subscribes to and lives by. If the ultimate authority for the law or code, etc., which is
followed, is God Himself, then the person concerned in observing Allah's Deen; if it
owes us itself to the commandments of a monarch, then he is in the monarch's Deen; if it
is prescribed by some priests or pundits or other religious leaders then he is observing
their Deen; and if it has been laid down by the family, the clan or the tribe, or the national
body-politic, then he is following their Deen. In other words, the basic, critical factor as
to the Deen a person follows is the ultimate authority responsible for it.

The Fourth Sense:

Verily, that which you are promised (that is, life after death) is true, and deep (the
reckoning and the judgment and retribution) must indeed come to pass. (Quran 51:5-6)

£330 53 a)s @9 Bslial s 53 L

Have you noticed the person who denies Deen (the life after death)? He is one who
spurns the orphan, and does not urge people to feed the needy and the indigent. (Quran
107:1-3)

AT IS L

And what do you know of the Day of Deen? Yea, what (little) do you know of the Day of
Deen. That is the Day when no human being shall be able to be of any service to another,
the Day on which all authority and dispensation will tangibly be in the hands of Allah.
(Quran 82:17-19)
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Obviously, in these verses, the word has been used to imply both the final reckoning
when men shall have been raised from the dead as well as the reward or punishment
which will follow.

As a Comprehensive Term:

In the examples given above, the word has been used more or less in the four different
senses in which the Arabs employed it before the advent of Islam. It remains to give a
few examples of its use to mean a whole way of life in which a person gives his
submission and obedience to someone whom he regards as having the ultimate authority,
shapes his conduct according to the bounds and laws and rules prescribed by that being,
looks to him for recognition honor, and reward for loyal service, and fears the disgrace or
punishment that could follow any lack on his part. There is perhaps no word in the
terminology of any country or people-other than Muslims-which would comprehensively
embrace all these factors. The word “state' as employed in our own day does, to some
extent, approximate to the sense, but even this word lacks the far wider connotation
which would bring it on a par with the word Deen. Examples of the Qur'anic use of deen
in this comprehensive sense are as follows:

Fight those people who do not believe in Allah, nor in the Day of Judgment, nor do they
treat as forbidden that which has been forbidden by Allah and His Prophet, and who do
not make the true deen their deen; fight them until they decide to submit and agree to pay
the 'jizya (Quran 9:29)
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Here, the word deen obviously embraces belief in Allah, as the Supreme Authority,
and submission and obedience to Him as a logical requirement following on from
such recognition, the raising after death and calling to account, pronouncing
judgment, and pronouncing and implementing reward or punishment, as also the code
which prescribes what is permitted and what is forbidden. It is after having detailed these
four factors that the Qur'an accuses the people involved of not making the true deen their
deen too.

It is evident from this reading of the Quran that the word Deen has been used in Quran to
describe the system of life and the beliefs that is foundations of this system.

Referring to the Deen as the system of life and the source of all human activities, and
considering the points of similarity between all the messengers of Allah swt and the
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points where they unique at, Deen then should be viewed as divided into origin/principle
and branches

1.4. The message of all Prophets was Islam:

1.

Ibrahim: ceallal) qi) & Coalud JB aluf 4, 4 JB 3
“Behold, said His Lord to him: Be a Muslim” he said | bowed to Allah the
Lord of universe” Baqara 131.

Ibrahim & Ismaeal: <9 USabia Ui g el dabosa daf Uik 33 (a9 el (ppabina Lilna) g Uy
e

-

"Oh our Lord; Make us Submitting to you (Muslims) and all of our
descendents; a nation of Muslims” Al-Bagara 138.

Queen of Shiba: U & Gla dw pa aduw iy pud S ) qyald
Ol 32

"Oh my Lord, | have indeed wronged my soul, and | do submit (in Islam) to
the Lord of the worlds” Al-Naml 44.

lesa (Jesus): uail ad (gl sad) JB a ) (s sball (a JB Sl agia e (unl Lalh
Cgaloca Ui 2.l 5 A0l Lial Al

“And when leesa felt disbelief on their part; he asked his disciples: who will
be my helpers to Allah? They said: we are the helpers of Allah, we believed in
Allah and testify that we are Muslims” A’al Imran 52.

Mohammadi&: “So, if they dispute you, say I submitted my all self to Allah”
A’al Imran 20.

All the Prophets: o 41) (e aS La i) 1 gaef a8 1 JU8B dagd ) s gi Ui i 81
We have sent Noah to his people, and he said oh: my people worship Allh, the
One who you have no other God but Him” A’al Imran 59.

"aga aaldf e M g" and to A’ad their Brother Hud” 65.

lalla aalaf asa )5 "and to Thamuud their brother Saleh, Hud 73.

Lad st cpaa g “and to Madien their brother Shuaib ” Hud 85.

L C9aed LY Al Y A0 Agl) (53 ) Jgmi e L8 (e Uil i Lag “And no messenger

did we send before you without this inspiration (Wahy) to him that there is no
God but I; therefore worship Me” Al-Anbiya 25.

1.5. The title of Islam: There is no God but Allah &) Jsw) tasa &) Y) 4 Y
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What does "4 ¥) 41l ¥ mean? It consists of two distinct parts:
e Thereis no God:
Taking away any possibility of giving the capacity of God
to any thing.
e ButAllah: Attributing it to Allah, and Only to Allah.

It is important to notice that the word of Tawheed was made in a certain phrase that
makes no doubt of the sole Governance of Allah swt alone with no shadow of a
companion to Him in any area of that governorship dominance. The phrase is: there is no
"Illah™ where all attributes of Uluohiyah is taken away from every one/thing, and is
attributed only to Allah "but Allah™. This is much stronger than saying "Allah is God" as
this might carry the possibility that "that is true, but there might be some other one as
well.
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The principle of Tawheed is to "Accept the words of the Prophet comprehensively,
without asking for evidence, and follow his guidance comprehensively, without asking
for evidence". Once acceptance of the Prophecy of the messenger is established, there is
no place to question his instructions. There might be
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The word “Ilaah” what does it mean*??

{Dictionary Meanings

The root of this word consists of the three letters, alif, lam, and ha and the connotations of
various derivations, as one finds in lexicons are as follows:

e Became confused or perplexed.

970= 1z ol gl 0
Gl aa Jall 41
42 "Four Basic Quranic Terms" Al-Mawdudi.
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o Achieved peace and mental calm by seeking refuge with someone or establishing
relations with him.

o Became frightened of some impending mishap or disaster, and someone gave him
the necessary shelter.

« Turned to another eagerly, due to the intensity of his feelings for him.

e The lost offspring of the she-camel rushed to snuggle up to its mother on finding
it. Became hidden, or concealed. Also, got elevated.

e Adored, offered worship to.

If we reflect upon these original meanings, we can gain the necessary idea of how the
verb came to mean the act of worship and the noun to denote the object of worship. There
are four considerations to bear in mind in this connection:

Foremost among the factors which engender a sentiment of some degree of adoration for
some one is a person's own state of being in distress or need. He cannot even conceive of
worshiping someone unless he has reason to believe that someone to be in a position to
remove his distress, to fulfil his needs, to give him shelter and protect him in time of
danger, and soothe his troubled heart.

1. It goes without saying that the above belief is accompanied by a belief also in the
superiority of the other in status, power, and strength.

2. ltisalso a matter of fact that where any of the needs of a human being are met
under the ordinary process of give and take, which takes place perceptibly before
one's own eyes, it leads to no sense of reverence, much less of adoration, for the
other. For example, if | should be in need of money and, having applied for, and
been given a job, am paid for it, since the whole transaction would take place
within the full ken of my senses, and | would be fully aware of the circumstances
or the reason for giving me the money, | would experience not the slightest desire
to offer my employer any adoration. That sentiment arises only when there is
some element of mystery surrounding the personality, the power, or the ability of
the other to fulfil peoples' needs or to influence events. That is why the word
chosen to denote an object of worship includes in its meanings the senses of
mystery, perplexity, and superiority in status, etc.

3. Lastly, it is only natural that if one believes another to be in a position to fulfill
one's needs, to provide shelter and protection, to soothe a disturbed heart and fill
it with peace and calm, one turns eagerly to that person as a matter of course.

We may therefore safely conclude from the above that the connotation of the word ilah
includes the capacities to fulfil the needs of others, to give them shelter and protection, to
relieve their minds of distress and agitation, superiority, and the requisite authority and
power to do all these, to be mysterious in some way or hidden from men'’s eyes, and the
turning of men eagerly to him.

Pre-Islamic Concept:
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Having discussed the various literal senses of the word, let us now see what the pre-
Islamic concepts of Ilah were, and which of these the Qur'an strove to reject:

And they have taken for their ilahs others than Allah, that they may according to their
reckoning be a source of strength to them (or that coming under their protection may
confer security). (Quran 19:81)

And they have taken others than Allah as their ilahs hoping that they might be helped
when needed. (Quran 36:74)

From these two verses we learn that the Arabs of the Jahiliyyah (the pre-Islamic period of
Ignorance) believed that those whom they regarded as ilahs were their patrons, would
come to their rescue in time of danger or difficulty, and that by placing themselves under
their protection they rendered themselves safe from fear, molestation or harm.

And when the Decree of your Lord had gone forth (and the time came for its execution),
the ilahs they used to invoke instead of Allah proved of no avail to them and contributed
only to their doom. (Quran 11:101)

And those whom the people call to instead of Allah have not created aught, but are
themselves creatures. Dead they are, and not alive, and they know not when they would
be raised from their state, the real ilah is the One and Only Ilah. (Quran 18:20-21)

Invoke not; or pray to, any ilah along with Allah. There is no ilah but He. [It should be
borne in mind that the word Ilah is used in the Qur'an in two different senses, namely, the
object or being, etc., to whom worship is actually being given, irrespective of whether
rightly or wrongly, and the Being who is really worthy of worship. In this verse, the word
is used in the first sense on the first occasion and in the other sense on the second. -
.Maududi] (Quran 28:88)

....And those who, instead of praying to Allah, pray to His supposed associates do but
follow suppositions and idle guesses. (Quran 10:66)

These verses point to three aspects. The first is that the Arabs used to address their
prayers to those whom they regarded as their ilahs and invoke them in times of distress or
for fulfillment of any of their needs. The second is that these ilahs included not only
Jinns, angels, and gods, but dead humans too, as one can see from the second of the
above verses. The third is that they believed that these ilahs could hear their prayers and
could come to their rescue.

It seems desirable to clear up one point, at this stage, about the nature of the prayer made
to the ilah or ilahs and the help or succor sought of them. If | feel thirsty, and call to my
servant to give me some water, or am unwell and call for a doctor for treatment, my
summons to them does not constitute du'a, that is, it has no similarity to a prayer sent up
to a deity, nor does this make either the servant or the doctor into an ilah. Both these are
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common, in everyday happenings, with nothing of the supernatural about them. However,
if 1 should, while feeling thirsty or unwell, call to some saint or god instead of the servant
or a doctor, that obviously would amount to treating the saint or god as an ilah and to my
addressing a du'a to him. Addressing a prayer to a saint confined to his grave hundreds or
even thousands of miles away [In point of principle, it makes no difference if the distance
were of a few feet only, the significant point being the act of addressing a prayer to
someone who is dead and is believed to possess, even in, or perhaps because of that state,
some extraordinary powers not only of hearing the prayer but also of granting it if he so
chooses. It is also believed that the saint may, if he cannot himself grant the prayer, pass
it up to God with a recommendation. .Maududi] clearly indicates that | believe him--
though dead--to be possessed of the power to listen to a prayer at such a distance or to
otherwise being aware of things so far off or, if one may use the appropriate Arabic
words, to be both samee and baseer [Literally, these words, which are actually two of
Allah's personal attributes, mean, the All-Hearing the A11-Seeing, respectively. God's
knowledge transcends everything, and He is aware of everything that is happening
anywhere. This is not the case with His creatures, whose capacities in these respects are
severely limited. To believe someone other than God to have power to physically hear
prayer offered out of his hearing or to see things happening out of his sight amounts to
attributing to him powers which are God's only, and which He has never given to any of
His creatures. Maududi.]. My action would clearly imply belief in their exercising such a
way over the realm of creation as to be able to have water reach me or to make me
recover from my illness. In the case of a god, my prayer would mean that | believe him to
possess power over water and over health and sickness, and to therefore arrange, by
supernatural means, to fulfill my needs. Thus, the basis on which a prayer is addressed to
someone includes necessarily a concept of his being possessed of some supernatural
authority and power.

And, verily, We did destroy the places of which you see ruins about you, and We showed
them Our signs in diverse ways that they might turn (away from their wrong ways to Us).
So why did not those whom they had made their ilahs, and presumed to have access to
Us, help them in their hour of doom? Far from helping, they abandoned them and made
themselves scarce, exposing the hollowness of their falsehoods and fabrications. [The
reference here obviously is not to mythological or inanimate gods, but to priests and
others who exacted peoples' worship and thus set themselves up as llahs in opposition to
the True llah. A. A. Maududi] (Quran 46:27, 28)

And wherefore should I not give my worship to Him who created me and to Whom all of
you will return? Should I take for myself ilah other than Allah Who, should He Who is
also Ar-Rahman wish me any harm, will avail me naught by their intercession, nor will
they be able to come to my rescue? (Quran 36:22-23)

And those who have taken others than Allah as protectors or helpers say, "We do not
worship them except that they may bring us closer to Him." Allah will decide for them on
the Day of Judgement regarding that in which they differ. (Quran 39:3)
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And they worship other than Allah those who have power neither to harm nor benefit
them, and they say that they are their intercessors with Him. (Quran 10:18)

What we learn from these verses is, firstly, that it was not that the Arabs believed their
ilahs to account for the whole of divinity among themselves or that there was no Supreme
Being over and above them. They quite clearly believed in the existence of such a Being
for whom they employed the special Proper name of "Allah.” As for their ilahs, their
belief consisted essentially of the concept that they enjoyed some share in the divinity of
the Supreme God, that their word carried some weight with Him, and that their
intercession could result in some gains or ward off some harm or loss. It was on these
grounds that they regarded them as ilahs besides Allah and, considering their precept and
practice, we may say that it was the belief about someone to have power to intercede with
God, the act of addressing of prayers to him for help, the performing of certain devotions
indicative of respect and reverence and adoration, and the making of offerings, that
constituted in their terminology, the treating of Him as ilah. And God said: "Do not make
two ilahs; there is but one ilah; So, fear Me alone.” (Quran 16:51)

And (Ibrahim said to them): | fear not those you associate with God. Any harm can come
to me only if He should will it, and not otherwise (through any or all of your supposed
gods). (Quran 6:81)

(And said Hud's people to him:) All we think of you is that you are under the curse of
someone or other of our ilahs. (Quran 11:54)

According to these verses, the Arab belief about their ilahs was that if they should give
them any cause for offence or should otherwise be deprived of their favors and attentions,
they would suffer epidemics, famine, lose of life and property, or other calamities.

They made their religious scholars and rabbis their rabbs instead of Allah, and Jesus son
of Mary too into one, although they had been told to worship but one ilah only, besides
Whom there is no ilah at all. (Quran 9:31)

Have you noticed the men who has made his selfish desires his ilah? Can you assume any
responsibility about such a one? (Quran 25:43)

And in this wise did the supposed gods of pagans make infanticide appear an approved
act in their eyes. (Quran 6:138)

What! Have they partners in godhood who have established for them some religion
without sanction from Gods? (Quran 42:21)

Here we have yet another concept of ilah very different from those dealt with above. Here
there is no element of the supernatural. The ilah here is some human being, or man's own
selfish ego or selfish desires. No prayers are offered to it, nor is it regarded as being in a
position to will any harm or benefit to someone nor is it looked to for help or succor. It is
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an ilah in the sense that its dictates are accepted and obeyed to such extent that that which
it declares to be permitted or prohibited is treated as such, and it is deemed to have an
inherent right to make us do or not do certain things, with no higher or superior authority
whose approval might be necessary for its orders or which might be appealed to against
them.

The first verse we have quoted here (Quran 9:31) speaks of religious scholars and rabbis
having been made into ilahs. We get a very lucid explanation of this in Hadith. Hazrat
'Adi bin Hatim once asked the Holy Prophet, on whom be peace, about the verse, and in
reply the Prophet told him that whet was characterized as taking as ilahs was the practice
of accepting as permitted or prohibited anything pronounced as such by the scholars or
rabbis, without caring to ascertain what God had actually said about it.

As for the second verse, (Quran 25:43) the meaning is clear enough. He who obeys only
the dictates of his selfish desires or inclinations or, rather regards his personal views as
the only law, in effect makes his self his ilah instead of God.

The last two verses use the word shuraka which we have translated as supposed gods or
partners, in godhood, but although the word ilah has not been used, the implication
clearly is that to treat any beings, etc., as shuraka amounts, in effect, to believing them to
have a share in divinity. The import of these verses is that those who regard any custom
or rule or practice as permissible although it has no divine sanction, are guilty of treating
the originators of the custom, etc., as having a share in divinity, i. e., of treating them as
ilahs.

The Criterion for Godhood

There is a clear logical inter-connection between all the different concepts of ilah set out
above. Whosoever regards any other person or being to be his helper or patron in the
supernatural sense, or capable of solving his problems or fulfilling his needs, of hearing
and granting his prayers, or of doing him harm or good, does so only because he believes
that Person or being to enjoy some measure of authority in the management of the
universe.

Similarly, if a person's avoidance of certain actions or performance of others is governed
by the hope or fear that they would win him the pleasure or displeasure of some other
person or being, he does so obviously because of belief that that person or being
possesses some kind of supernatural authority in shaping the affairs of men. As for him
who believes in God and yet turns to others for the fulfillment of his needs, he too can do
so only because he believes them to have some share in God's authority. And, lastly, no
different is the case of the person who accords the status of law to the commandments of
someone other than God, and binds himself to obey the injunctions or prohibitions of that
someone, for he in effect thereby accords him supreme authority. We can therefore safely
conclude that the essence of godhood is authority, whether it is conceived as sovereignty
of a supernatural kind over the whole universe, or on the basis that man is bound by
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God's law in his worldly life and that all of His injunctions are to be complied with
because they emanate from Him.

The Qur'anic Approach

It is this very concept of authority on the basis of which the Qur'an expends the whole
force of its argument in rejecting the claims to godhood of all others than God, and
affirming it to vest exclusively in Him. It categorically asserts that there is only One
Being in the heavens and the earth Who possesses and exercises all the powers and all the
authority. All Creation is His, and subservient to Him, all grace and blessings flow from
Him alone, His alone is the Word, and in Him alone vest all power and authority.
Everything that exists, whether animate or inanimate, is bound by the laws made by Him
and is, to that extent, subservient and submissive to Him, willingly or unwillingly. No
one besides Him is possessed of any such authority, nor does anyone else dispose of the
affairs of the universe. No one else knows the secrets of the Creation or its organization
or the manner of its proper management. Nor, lastly, does anyone have the least share in
His Sovereignty and Authority. Therefore, the only reality is that there is no ilah but He
and, this being so, anything that men do on the supposition of anyone else being an ilah
in any sense whatsoever is by its very nature utterly wrong, whether it be the act of
praying to someone, seeking refuge with him, turning to him with hope or fear, seeking
his intercession with God, or treating him as the final authority. All such relationships
which people establish with others ought to exist solely and exclusively with Allah
Almighty, because He alone is the Sovereign of the Universe.

Let us now see the Qur'anic treatment of the matter in some detail:

And He alone is the Ilah in the heavens and the Ilah in the earth; and He alone is the all-
Wise, the All-Knowing (that is, He alone possesses the wisdom and the knowledge
required for governing such a Domain). (Quran 43:84)

Can He Who creates, and he who does not, be alike? Have you not sense to realize this
simple fact? ...And those whom the people pray to other than Allah, do not create
anything and are themselves creatures; your ilah is only one Ilah. (Quran 16:17-20)

O mankind: Call unto mind the grace of God unto you; is there any Creator besides
Allah, to give you sustenance from heaven or earth; there is no ilah but He; how, then, are
you deluded from Truth? (Quran 35:3)

Say (O Prophet) : "Think you, if God took away your hearing and your sight, and sealed
up your hearts (that is, hardened them to the acceptance of any sensible precept), which
ilah is there, besides Allah, who could restore them to you ?" (Quran 6:46)

And He is Allah--the God: no god there is but He; To Him alone is due all praise, in this
world and the next; His alone is the Command and Sovereignty, and to Him alone will
you be returned. Say (O Prophet): "Have you ever thought that, if Allah should make the
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night continue till Doomsday, which ilah is there besides Him who could bring you any
light? Do you not hearken?" Say (to them, O Prophet): "Has it ever occurred to you that if
Allah should make the day perpetuate over you till Doomsday, who is the ilah other than
He who can give you back night that you may rest in it? Do you not see?" (Quran 28:70-
72)

Say (O Prophet): "Call upon the others whom you fancy, besides Allah; they do not own
even an atom in the heavens or on earth; no sort of share have they therein, nor is any of
them a helper to God. No intercession can avail with Him, except where He himself
permit it in anyone's favor..." (Quran 54:22-23)

He (God) created the heavens and the earth with Truth; He makes the night overlap the
day, and the day overlap the night; He has subjected the sun and the moon (to His law);
each one follows a course for a time appointed... He created you all from a single person
(that is, brought human life into existence); then created out of him his mates; and sent
down for you eight heads of cattle in pairs; He makes you, in the wombs of your mothers,
in stages, one after another, in three veils of darkness; such is God, your Lord and
Creator; to Him belongs all dominion; there is no god but He; how then, do you get
turned another way?" (Quran 39:5-6)

Who is it who has created the heavens and the earth, and who sends down rain from the
sky? Yea, with it We cause to Brow well-planted orchards full of beauty and delight; it is
not in your power to cause the growth of the trees in them. Can there be another ilah
besides Allah? Nay, they are a people who swerve from reality. Who has made the earth
firm to live upon, made rivers in its midst, act thereon mountains immovable, and made a
separating bar between the two bodies of flowing water? Can there be another ilah
besides Allah? Nay, most of them know not. Who listens to the (soul) distressed when it
calls to Him, and who relieves its suffering, and make you (mankind) inheritors of the
earth-that is, gives you authority to utilize your purposes? Can there be another ilah
besides Allah? Little it is that you heed. Who guides you through the depths of darkness
on land and sea, and who sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, of His Mercy in the
form of rain? Can there be another ilah besides Allah?--High is God above what they
associate with Him! Who originates Creation, then repeats it, and who gives you
sustenance from heaven and earth? Can there be another ilah besides Allah? Say, "Bring
forth your arguments, if you be in the right " (Quran 27:60-64)

He (is the One) to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth; no son has
He begotten, nor has He a partner in His dominion; it is He Who created all things, and
ordered them in due proportion. Yet have people taken, besides Him, gods that can create
nothing but are themselves created, that have no control over harm or good to
themselves; nor can they control Death nor Life nor Resurrection. (Quran 25:2-3)

To Him is due the primal origin of the heavens and the earth. How can He have a son
when He had no consort? He it is Who created all things, and He alone has full
knowledge of all things; That is God, your Lord! No god there is but He, the Creator of
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all things; Then give your worship to Him; And He it is Who looks after the safety and
well-being of all. (Quran 6:102-103)

Yet are there men who take (for worship) others besides God as equals (with Him). They
feel the love for them which they should for God. If only the unrighteous could but see.
Behold, they would seethe penalty: (they then will see) that to God belongs all power,
and God will strongly enforce the Penalty. (Quran 2:165)

Say (O Prophet): "Do you see what it is you invoke besides God? Show me what it is
they have created on earth, or have they a share in the heavens?...And who is more astray
than one who invokes besides God such as will answer him not (though he call to him
till) the Day of Judgement"” (Quran 46:4-5)

If there were, in the heaven and the earth, other gods besides God, there would have been
confusion in both! But glory to Allah, the Lord of the Mighty Throne: High is He above
that they attribute to Him. None there is who can question Him for His acts, but they
(certainly) yet will be questioned for theirs. (Quran 21:22-23)

No son did God beget, nor is there any god alone; with Him: (if there were many gods),
behold, each god would have taken away what he had created and some would have
lorded it over others! (Quran 23:91)

Say (O Prophet): "If there had been other gods with Him as they say-behold, they would
certainly have sought ways for capturing His Throne. Glory to Him! He is High above all
that they say! --Exalted and Great (beyond measure). (Quran 17:42)

It will be seen that there is one central idea running through all these verses, and that is
that godhood and authority are inextricably interconnected and are, in essence and
significance, one and the same thing. He who has no authority can be no god, and it is but
fitting that he should not be so. And He Who has all due authority, He alone can be, and
ought to be, God, because all the needs which one might refer to a god, or the
experiencing of which might turn one's thoughts to someone supposedly gifted with
divinity can only be fulfilled if the person or being involved has in fact the power and the
authority to be able to meet them. Hence, we must conclude that it is meaningless to
regard anyone without the necessary power and authority to have any part of godhood: it
is absolutely contrary to reason and reality, and it is quite absurd as well as useless to turn
to these for help.

The full argument of the Holy Qur'an, based on this central idea will be clear from the
following premises and the deductions which it sets forth:

1. The fulfillment of the needs of human beings, the removal of their distress, the
grant to them of refuge or protection, the extension of any needed help or
assistance, their bringing up or preservation, and the acceptance of their prayers-
none of these matters are so simple as people seem to assume them to be and
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hence mistakenly regard them as within the competence of human beings. All are
dependent, inextricably and ultimately, upon the creative power and the
controlling and managing authority being exercised over the entire universe by its
One and only Lord and Master. Even the smallest need depends, for its
fulfillment, on the combined results of a vest multitude of factors. Take for
example the provision of just one glass of drinking water, or even just one grain
of wheat used by men for food. Neither would come about but for incalculable
and multifarious and, in many cases, get hidden activity on the part of the sun and
the earth and the oceans and the winds. Therefore, the authority or power which is
actually required for listening to our prayers is no ordinary authority but, rather,
super-extraordinary and unique authority or power, not less than that required for
creating the heavens and earth and for ordering the movement of the heavenly
bodies and of the winds and of causing rain, and so on-- in short, that needed for
governing the entire universe itself.

2. This authority is indivisible. It is not possible that, while the control over creation
should rest with one authority, that of providing for its food and drink should be
with someone else; or that-the sun should be -under the control of one authority
and the earth that of another; or that while one has the power to create, that of
preserving health or causing illness should be possessed by another and that of
ending life rest with still another. Had there been such division of authority and
power, there would certainly-have been utter confusion and chaos in the universe
and it could never have ordered the way it has been operating all along. Hence, it
is essential that all authority and power should and does vest in one, central
authority, in One Sovereign.

3. Since all authority and power vests in one Sovereign only, with no-one else
having the least share in it, it must equally logically follow that godhood is special
and exclusive to Him alone, and in this too there is absolutely no share. Nobody
other than He has the power to listen to men's plaints or grant any of their prayers,
grant them refuge and protection, be their helper and patron, or do them good or
harm. Therefore, whatever be anyone's conception of ilah, there is no ilah but He,
so much so that there is no ilah even in the apparently less important sense of
someone being close enough to God to be able to intercede with Him. No-one has
the least power or authority to interfere with His rule over His universe or His
ways, and it is entirely up to Him whether to accede to, or reject, any intercession
because no-one-unlike the viziers or ministers of earthly monarchs--occupies any
position or status which would lend weight enough to his word.

It is also of the essence of the Unity of the Supreme Authority that all the various
manifestations of sovereignty or over-lordship should, ultimately, he centered in one and
only one Supreme Sovereign and not even the tiniest factor of such authority should vest
in anyone else. Since God is the Creator, and no-one else has had a share in the act of
Creation, and since He alone is the Provider and no-one else shares this attribute with
Him, and since He alone is the Controller and Administrator of the entire system of the
Universe, and there is none to share these capacities with Him, it follows that He alone
should also be the one to lay down the law, and that His word, and no-one else's should
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prevail, for there is no reason at all why anyone else should have a share here either. Just
as if also is wrong, in principle and in fact, for anyone else to listen to others' prayers and
expect to deliver them from distress and be their protector, in just the same way is it
wrong for anyone else to be the absolute authority and the sovereign and to have any
intrinsic authority to legislate for mankind. Whether it be creation, or providing of
sustenance, the giving or taking away of life, the ordering of the sun and the moon and
the heavenly bodies, the bringing of the night to overlap the day and of the day to overlap
the night, the ordaining of peoples' destinies and the apportionment of their lots, or being
ruler or monarch, or laying down the law or indicating the right and the wrong, all are
different facets of a single, autocratic authority and sovereignty which is absolutely
indivisible. If anyone regards the word of someone else to be deserving of obedience
without any sanction from God, he is as much guilty of the offence of shirk as the one
who prays to or worships someone other than God. And if someone regards himself as
the lord and master and absolute monarch of any part of the earth in the political sense,
his act too amounts as much to a claim to godhood as it would if he were to tell people
that he was their helper and patron and guardian in the supernatural sense. [The
Translator feels tempted, at this stage, to point to the fact that all those who indulge in
such pretensions turn out invariably to be the worst oppressor, and exploiters of human
beings, and the farther they are from belief in God, the more this happens to be the case.
On the other hand, the more a ruler is God-fearing the greater is his beneficence towards
not only his own people but even towards his enemies Abu Asad] That is why the Qur'an
emphasizes, wherever it speaks of creation or of the destinies of creatures or the
management of the universe, that: --To Him belongs the ultimate dispensation of men's
affairs (and of other things in creation too) - His is the Kingdom-- --There is no sharer in
His Suzerainty--

All of which clearly shows that godhood includes monarchy and rulership. And it is also
that Tawheed necessarily requires that in this sense too no-one should be believed to have
any share with God:

Say (O Prophet): O God! You are the Lord of all the Domains; It is You who grant
kingdom to whom you please; and take it away from whomsoever You will; It is You
who confer honor on whomsoever You please, and take it away from whomsoever You
will. (Quran 3:20)

Right and Mighty is Allah, the True Sovereign; then, is no ilah but He, the Lord of the
Sublime Throne. (Quran 23:116)

Say (O Prophet): | seek refuge with Him who is Rabb of all mankind, the Sovereign of all
mankind, and the llah of all mankind. (Quran 114:1-3)

And then there is another verse which makes the point even clearer:

The Day when the secrets of every one of them will be laid bare; when it will become
manifest to men that none of their actions is hidden from God, the call will go out: To
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whom belongs the Dominion this Day? And the answer will invariably be: To none but
Allah alone, Allah Whose power and authority transcend that of all others. (Quran 40:16)

This verse is excellently explained in a Hadith narrated by Imam Ahmed (ra) on the
authority of Hazrat 'Abdullah ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with both) that, on one
occasion the Holy Prophet (on whom be peace) stated, in the course of a sermon, that:
God will take both the heavens and the earth in His hand, and will proclaim to all before
Him: | am the King; | am the Mighty one: | am the Self-exalted one; Where are the
people who used to style themselves kings upon the earth, those who called themselves
mighty, and who were 'their Majesties'?

Hazrat Abdullah (with whom Allah be pleased) narrates that while the Holy Prophet
(peace be upon him) was repeating these words, his body trembled so much in awe of
Allah Almighty that we were really afraid that he might fall from the pulpit}

We have copied the whole chapter of Al-Imam Al-Mawdudi as it sets the argument in
crystal clear terms. However, in summary:

d. "laah" is the One to be obeyed and listened to in every aspect of life.

e. Authority and power of Allah, as the llaah, can not and should not be
compromised by any other authority or power in the lives of Muslims, as
individuals and as a society.

f. Any share of power of legislation and constitutional authority with Allah
swt is only a mere violation of His authority and hence is Kufr*® of his
Ulouhiyyah (Governorship)

1.6. Components of Deen :

Allah swt said:

"To each among you have We prescribed a Law and an Open Way." Al-Maiedah 48

We have discussed under sec 1.3 the point that all messengers of Allah had the same
exact message to their people that is Tawheed and Islam. However, this Ayah means that
Allah swt has described to each Prophet, and hence, legislated to his people, a different
Shariat and way of life. We have to distinguish between the "Shariat" Laws of Islam, and

43 We have to mention here that this is NOT in the area of a person who sins although a sinner is deviating
from the commands of Allah swt. Sins are not Kufr, as in the Mathhab of Ahlul Sunnah wal-Jamaa. Sins
are in the action side of Islamic system, but Legislation and constitutional authority and power over
people’s lives is the heart of Tawheed or Aqgida, as we will see.
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the Believes of Islam (Aqgida of Tawheed). The common message between all the
Messengers and prophets was Tawheed. It is reported in the Hadith of Al-Boukhari and
Ahmad, on the authority of Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet £ said: "All Prophets are
brothers (of one father) of different mothers and one religion (Deen)". This implies that
the portion that they share is Tawheed, which is the part the is similar and common
between the different messages. However, the legislations and rituals might differ for
different messages to accommodate different needs and address specific problems. For
Instance; in the time of Prophet Zakhariya and Maryam, fasting was to refrain from
talking rather than eating as it is now in the massage of Mohammad -

= =) a
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"So eat and drink and cool (thine) eye. And if thou dost see any man, say, 'l have vowed a
fast to (Allah) Most Gracious, and this day will I enter into no talk with any human
being™ Maryam 26.

We conclude form that that Deen consists of;

1. Origin, Principle: "Asl or Core": which is Tawheed; the message of all
prophets.

2. Branches “Furooa”: which are the rulings and Hukm of Shariat (prayers,
Fasting, Zakat, marriage rules...etc).

The origin “Tawheed” was the core of all prophets’ messages from Allah swt: One God,
One message, which is the subject of this research. The other component is the details of
the Rulings and legislations of Islam (Ahkam).
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Division of Tawheed:
1) Tawheed Al-Ruboobiyah cralad) da i) — A g ) i g

(2l 2 g%)
a) Positive attributes — negative attributes

2) Tawheed Al-Ibadah/Al-Uloohiyah (lesdl s sill — 3alaldl/da oY) i g
(BAY) 1 )
a) Hukm — Laws and Rulings
b) Wala’a
¢) Nusuk - rituals

3) Tawheed of Names and Attributes slau) 1 i
il

Some scholars put 1, 3 together. It is a matter of categorization. The context

IS the same.
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1) Tawheed Al-Roboobiyah:
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(49 :anil) (gl oy sa 4dly)
1. One who brings up, rear, fosters or nourishes, or is responsible for doing all or one or
more than one of these;
Guardian, patron; one who supervises or is responsible for carrying out improvements;
One who occupies a central or focal position, who himself gathers people round himself
of his own or round whom people gather out themselves;
4. Leader, head, chief, or lord; one whose word is obeyed, and whose supremacy or over

lordship acknowledged, and who has authority to dispose of men or things;
5. Owner ; master

wnN
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The following verses “Ayas” will illustrate this base which is referred to as

1 “The Oneness of Lordship” or Tawheed Al-Ruboobiyah”.

The word “Rabb” in Arabic means the sustainer and giver.
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Behold! In the creation of the heavens and the earth; in the alternation of the Night and
the Day; in the sailing of the ships through the Ocean for the profit of mankind; in the
rain which Allah sends down from the skies, and the life which He gives therewith to an
earth that is dead; in the beasts of all kinds that He scatters through the earth; in the
change of the winds and the clouds which they trail like their slaves between the sky and
the earth, (here) indeed are Signs for a people that are wise. Al-Bagarah 2-164
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Say: "Travel through the earth and see how Allah did originate creation; so will Allah
produce a later creation: for Allah has power over all things. Al-A’ankabout 29-20
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He created the heavens without any pillars that ye can see; He set on the earth mountains
standing firm, lest it should shake with you; and He scattered through it beasts of all
kinds. We send down rain from the sky, and produce on the earth every kind of noble
creature, in pairs. Lugman 31-10
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It is Allah Who has made for you the earth as a resting place, and the sky as a canopy,
and has given you shape - and made your shapes beautiful - and has provided for you
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Sustenance. Of things pure and good; such is Allah your Lord, so Glory to Allah, the
Lord of the Worlds! Ghafir 40-64
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Or, who has made the earth firm to live in; made rivers in its midst; set thereon mountains
immovable, and made a separating bar between the two bodies of flowing water? (Can
there be another) god besides Allah? Nay, most of them know not. Al-Naml 27-61
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Then We made the sperm into a clot of congealed blood; then of that clot We made a
(fetus) lump; then We made out of that lump bones and clothed the bones with flesh; then
We developed out of it another creature. So blessed be Allah, the Best to create! Al-
Momenon 23-14
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It is He Who has created you from dust, then from a sperm-drop, then from a leech-like
clot; then does He get you out (into the light) as a child; then lets you (grow and) reach
your age of full strength; then lets you become old, though of you there are some who die
before; and lets you reach a Term appointed; in order that ye may learn wisdom. Ghafir
40-67
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It is Allah who causeth the seed-grain and the date stone to split and sprout. He causeth

the living to issue from the dead, and He is the One to cause the dead to issue from the
living. That is Allah: then how are ye deluded away from the truth? Al-A’anam 6-95
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Although Allah Has revealed to Man His ultimate and complete attributes,
He made it clear that He Has the absolute ultimate of all attributes that Man
can comprehend. However, Allah swr Has to use a language that Man can
understand. He, however, mentioned that whatever attributes that might have
a shadow of resemblance with Human characteristics we have to only
assume the linguistic meaning of the words and remove any similarities that
might come to mind due to the use of the human language. It is also
important to understand that Allah swr did not use these words in a
metaphoric way. This means that the words, although has no real meaning as
indicated by the linguistic use of the word, but it also does not mean that we
shift the meaning to any other meaning as we have no authority to do so. We
just use the same word, and assume that it has a meaning that:

1. is not the same as when it refers to humans.

2. it has the ultimate meaning that can be attributed to it.

3. it can not be explained or interpreted by any meaning that can come to
mind as these meanings can differ and there is no way to distinguish
between the right and the wrong of it. The fact that Allah swr has
stated it this way, makes us accept it and stop at that point. We are not
equipped to comprehend many concepts such as infinity and,
ultimately the attributes of the creator.

We now will go through some of the verses of Quran that takes about the
attributes of Allah swr.

The following is called “The verse of the Chair” and it is the greatest verse
of Quran as pointed out by the Prophet rsuH.
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Allah! There is no god but He, the Living, the Self-subsisting, Eternal. No slumber can
seize Him nor sleep. His are all things in the heavens and on earth. Who is there can
intercede in His presence except as He permitted? He knoweth what (appeareth to His
creatures as) Before or After or Behind them. Nor shall they compass aught of His
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knowledge except as He willeth. His Throne doth extend over the heavens and the earth,
and He feeleth no fatigue in guarding and preserving them for He is the Most High, the
Supreme (in glory). Al-Bagarah 2-255
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Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god; the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of
Peace (and Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in
Might, the Irresistible, the Supreme: Glory to Allah! (High is He) above the partners they
attribute to Him. Al-Hashr 59-23
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He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days, and is moreover firmly
established on the Throne (of authority), He knows what enters within the earth and what

comes forth out of it, what comes down from heaven and what mounts up to it. And He is
with you whosesoever ye may be. And Allah sees well all that ye do. Al-Hadeed 57-4

Where is Allah swt»
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Do ye feel secure that He Who is in Heaven will not cause you to be swallowed up by the
earth when it shakes (as in an earthquake)? Or do ye feel secure that He Who is in
Heaven will not send against you a violent tornado (with showers of stones), so that ye
shall know how (terrible) was My warning? Al-Mulk 67-16/17
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The Prophet rsun asked the woman when he wanted to check her faith:
“Where is Allah? She pointed up and said: In heavens, he said: who am 1?
She said: you are his messenger. He said to the person: set her free, as she is
a believer”.

The verse “with you wherever you may be” has a meaning which is that He
Knows what we do, not that He is physically with us, as this is
incomprehensible to happen. The Sofis who believe that Allah’s being is
with us any where we go. This is against the understanding of the Sunnah
and it led to the heretical theory of unity of the universe; Allah and universe
Is one being, that was introduced by Jalalul-deen Al-Rowmi and later
matured by Mohiedeen Ibn Arabi. Muslims do not follow such theories that
are based on Persian and Greek conceptions of Gods. Another theory
surfaced in that regard as well which is referred to as the “materialization
and unity” where other branches of Sofis believe that Allah is physically
materializes into every thing in the universe. They used to say: | am Allah,
and that Allah is in the corps of a dead pig, and in the womb of women and
such heretical sayings. Abu Yazeed Al-Bastami and Al-Halaj were leaders of
that sect. All of the above mentioned individuals were condemned to being
disbelievers by all the Imams of Sunnah. We believe that Allah is in
“Heavens” with no specifics to that as we can not, having very limited
capabilities, to understand more than that.

Continuation:
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Say: "Call upon Allah, or call upon Rahman: by whatever name ye call upon Him, (it is
well): for to Him belong the Most Beautiful names. Neither speak thy prayer aloud, nor
speak it in a low tone, but seek a middle course between.” Al-Isra’a 17-110
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They do blaspheme who say: Allah is one of three in a Trinity: for there is no god except
One God. If they desist not from their word (of blasphemy), verily a grievous penalty will
befall the blasphemers among them. Al-Maidah 5- 73
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In blasphemy indeed are those that say that Allah is Christ the son of Mary. Say: "Who
then hath the least power against Allah, if His Will were to destroy Christ the son of
Mary, his mother, and all, everyone that is on the earth? For to Allah belongeth the
dominion of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between. He createth what He
pleaseth. For Allah hath power over all things.” Al-Maidah 5-17

555 203 @ W ads isa] @ daalldlii@y STl 54 s

r’zs El @
551 3 .4

Say: He is Allah, the One and Only; Allah, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is
He begotten; And there is none like unto Him. Al-Ikhlas 114-1/4
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Say: "Praise be to Allah, Who begets no son, and has no partner in (His) dominion: nor
(needs) He any to protect Him from humiliation: yea, Magnify Him for His greatness and

glory!

B): All these attributes dictates the Lordship of Allah as the creator and
sustainer of Universe, Man and Life. However, all these attributes can be
realized but still Man does not know how to pay Allah what He deserves.
That is why if some one believes in all these attributes and does not come
back to Allah with the due obedience, he does not SUBMIT to Allah, or he
is not a Muslim yet. SUBMISSION or Islam, in the Arabic language is the
conclusion of that realization of the attributes of Allah. Obedience and
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Submission was then the sole message that all messengers of Allah have
brought to people. In simple words; if you believe in a God that has all these
attributes and that He did all these bounties to you and your Mankind, it is
only logical to follow what He sent to you and follow His pass and guidance.
That is the message. That is what is called “Oneness of the Worship” or
“Tawheed Al-Uloohiyah”. As long as we admit that Allah is the Lord who
has all such great attributes, and we can see and admit his miracles in
creation and sustaining, we have to worship Him, and Him alone.

The word “worship” in Arabic is “Ibadah”; which literally means in Arabic
“to Obey”. So, obedience is the conclusion and result of the acceptance of
Tawheed Al-Roboobiyah or the Oneness of the Lordship.

As Islam is a way of life, life itself is the subject of Worship of Allah. Every
thing we do, or don’t do is under the concept of Worship. We do things
because Allah Has allowed us to do it. We always find it good for us to do,
either on this earth or in the hereafter, or we don’t do it and always find it
good that we don’t do it either on this earth or in the hereafter. It is the only
possible way as Allah is the one who created us and He is the one who
knows what is best for us. He says in Quran:

el Gl 345 I3 5 2da3 V1

Should He not know what He created? And He is the One that understands the finest
mysteries (and) is well-acquainted (with them). Al-Mulk 67 - 14

Muslims do not perceive religion as a duty we carry out Saturdays or
Sundays for few hours or minutes. Muslims perceive religion as a
constant duty to Allah, over the whole time and space. If you think
about it; if you believe in that merciful creator who Has all these great
attributes and who is watching us all the time, how can it be any thing
else? Allah said:
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And He is with you where ever ye may be. And Allah sees well all that ye do.
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This “with you wherever you may be” has a meaning which is that He
Knows what we do, not He is physically with us, as this is incomprehensible
to happen. The Sofis who believe that Allah’s being is with us any where we
go. This is against the understanding of the Sunnah and it led to the heretical
theory of unity of the universe; Allah and universe is one being, that was
introduced by Jalalul-deen Al-Rowmi and later matured by Mohiedeen lbn
Arabi. Muslims do not follow such theories that are based on Persian and
Greek conceptions of Gods. Another theory surfaced in that regard as well
which is referred to as the “materialization and unity” where other branches
of Sofis believe that Allah is physically materializes into every thing in the
universe. They used to say: | am Allah, and that Allah is in the corps of a
dead pig, and in the womb of women and such heretical sayings. Abu Yazeed
Al-Bastami and Al-Halaj were leaders of that sect. All of the above
mentioned individuals were condemned to being disbelievers by all the
Imams of Sunnah. We believe that Allah is in “Heavens” with no specifics
to that as we can not, having very limited capabilities, to understand more
than that.

The Rule of Ahlul-Sunnah and Jama’a is to: “affirm and attach to Allah
swt the attributes that He affirmed by Himself through His books
and by His Prophets, and to detach Allah swt from what He
detached Himself from through His books and by His Prophets”.

Sura of Purity “Say: He is Allah the One and Only, the eternal, the
Absolute, He never gave birth, nor begotten, and there is non like Him”,
Is the Sura that describes the positives and the negatives attributes of
Allah swr. It is the title for TAwheed Al-Roboobiyah. The Sure of the
Disbelievers is the title of Tawheed Al-lbadah/Al-Uloohiyah.

Surat Al-Quirsi “the Chair (Al-Bagara 255) is the most descriptive of His
Attributes swr.

He is the First and Last, and the Evident and Hidden and Has full
knowledge of All things”. Al-Hadeed 3

“And put your trust in the one that lives and not die, and celebrate His
praise, and it is enough that He is acquainted with the sins of His
servants”. Al-Furgan 58.
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It is all summarized in one Sura (Al-Shura 11): “There is nothing
whatsoever is like Him, and He is the One that hears and seas”.
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The Meaning of Ihkam and Tashabuh and Taweel**:

“He is the One Who revealed the book to you, in it there are
established, fundamental versus which are the core of the Book, and
others are of unclear meaning, and those who have sickness in their
hearts will follow the versus who are of unclear meaning to create
Fitna and to peruse the unclear meaning (because of that), and the real

meaning is only known by Allah, and those who have true knowledge
says We believe in it, it is all from our Lord” Aal’ Imran 7.
Ta’weel has three meanings:

1. Tafseer

2. become true; to actually happen or take place as told

3. Interpret with a meaning other than the obvious
because of a proof that makes the obvious not fit the
reasonable criteria.

So, it puts the two together, the uniqueness of the attributes of Allah, and
that He Has attributes that are positive.
The attribute of:

Hearing: s« Surat Al-Mujadalah 1

Seeing el

Talking: a3 Al-Nisa 146 (And Allah Has talked to Muses in direct)
Wanting 81,¥!

Capacity 3 _a!

Knowledge alsl)

Life sl
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Are all positive and belongs in its highest and complete capacity to Allah
SWT.

Ascendance: stall  Al-Ulu: () iadl g b gia ) s b A JB 3
“Behold Allah Said: Oh Jesus, I will take you and raise you to Myself”
A’al Imran 55. 4ad  gdual) Jasd) 5 qubl) alsll sy 430 “To Him mount up all
words of purity and to Him He exalts all deeds of righteousness” Fatir 10.
D545 (A 138 (Y A% cidy o) slawd) B (e a1kl “Do you feel secure that
He who is up in heavens that He might make you swallowed by the earth
when it shakes?”” Al-Mulk 10. The Hadith of Ahmad 7565 “He asked her
(The slave that her master wanted to free her): Where is Allah: she
pointed her finger up to the sky, Al Lauals slawd) ) < LELE S40 ol J
And then he asked her: who Am 1? she pointed to the sky and then to the

Prophet #. The Prophet Said : “Free her, she is a Believer” (¢ &85 =i
:\.\'.4:9.4

Establishment (on the Thrown): ¢lsiw¥) Al-Ra’ad =)l 2, Al-A’araf 54,
Younus 3, Al-Rahman 5, Al-Furgan 59, Al-Sajda 4, Al-Hadeed 4. In 7
places of the Quran it is said: “Al-Rahman Has established Himself on
the Thrown”. (iml (il e e )l

Imam Malik said: Establishing one’s self is understood, and the How is
unknown, and believing in it is mandatory, and questioning it is Bida’a.

Coming: (=l “And Your Lord Has come and the Angels row after
row *assembled in rows). b lia cllall g ey j el

Descendance : Js3 in Hadith Al-Boukhari 6940 that Allah swt
descends to the Lower Heavens. Lsall sleud) ) ALY JS i s s by 5
(I e dgheld Al (e Al Cuaiuld Jsen e sid AY) ) GB By cpa
Al el

Laughing: éaa In Al-Boukhari, Ch of Tawheed # 6885 &l & aa (3
Y3224 s ) d“Until The Lord Laughs at the son of Adam, and when He
laughs at him, he admits him to Janna”. 4 4 élaiay Ja ey J) 3 28

Accompaniment: 4sall “and he is with you” Al-Maida (table) 12. Al-
Anfal 12. “And He is with you wherever you are” Al-HAdeed 12. s
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Accompaniment of the knowledge not the Self as Ahmad explained
(against what Sofis say).

Mercy, forgiveness and other attributes are all of His swr.

The names of Allah swt: attributes are driven from the names.
The rule of Ahlul Sunnah is to:

“Describe Allah swT (with His attributes) without pointing a like, and
denounce the similarities to Allah without hindering His attributes.
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2. Tawheed Al-Uloohiyah (Ibadah / Servitude):

The essence of the message is to serve Allah swt “And I have not created
Jinn and Mankind except that they should worship Me” Al-Thareiat 51,
to achieve the servitude to Him.

Allah swt Has called the Prophet # as His Servant (Abd) — “Praise to
Who did take His servant to a journey by night from the sacred
Masjid to the Farest Masjid” Al-Israa 1, as this is the highest possible
achievement of a human being to be the complete servant to Allah swr.

It is appropriate to mention here that Kufr does not only happen by
denying the existence of Allah swr. It has four shapes:

1. Kufr of Rejection/Denial “Juhoud sl “And they rejected the signs,
although there souls were convinced of its truthful, in unfairness and
arrogance,” Al-Naml 14

2. Kufr of Ignorance Jgd) “He said: Surely you are a people without
knowledge” Al-A araf 138

3. Kufr of Turning away o=als¥) “but those who reject faith turn away
from theat they were warn from”. Al-4 ahqaf 3

4. Kufr of arrogance and stubbornness Jlsiu¥) g abiadi: “And your Lord
Says” Call on Me, I will answer your (prayer), those who are too arrogant
to worship Me, will enter Hill in humiliation” Ghafir 60
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Ibadah, in the linguistic sense, is to be under the control of the
“Maaboud” 2s=all, as a slave. Slavery to Allah is a privilege.

To submit to Allah, three areas of the human behavior were identified in
Surat Al-Anaam ala=%) Surat Al-Tawheed
(1)“Shall I seek any Judge but Allah” 114 Sa 35 4 adi
(2) “Say: shall I take any “Walie” protector/supporter other than
Allah” 14 Wiy 3335 4 81 8
(3) “Say: Shall I seek for my Lord any one other than Allah” 164 J
Ly il &)

We have to establish a rule at this point; that “if a concept is repeated, it is
then established, and if it’s spread over (the rules of shariat), it’s then
definite”. In its Arabic words :”<aSb & piil 13) 5 &y 8 &y S5 13) 32 @7, This
will help us establish the status of the main principles of Tawheed, and what
posture they possess.

Governorship: astadll:

Allah swr re-iterated in numerous Ayas the meaning of Ibadah as a
synonymous of submission to the rules of Allah. We will state some:

1. G Al an lilgld il I35 Ly aSag &l (s 9" Al-Ma aida 44

2. Osallal) ar il gld ) 350 Lay aSay al (e 9" Al-Ma aida 45

3. CJJ{-‘“\m‘ pR MJE‘ & d)“ Lay psa ?3 (=" Al-Ma aida 47

4. &) & S5 e gy o sl 0 ad jda) g abe) gal & W g A A Lay agi aSal 0l g" € Al

Ma’aida 49

5. "058 5 p gl Lata Al (e el (a9 (g Llalad) pSa8i" AL-MA ‘acida 50

6. By gl ) gastaty G G 93 LB (e I3 Lag el I35 Lay ) gial agdl (h g 3a ) I 3 a1
Mhasmy Yod agliay o GMasdd) g <Ay ) 988 O g pa) Al-Nisaa 60

7. <ol ¥) 1 gami NI yal a0 W) asall &) Yousuf 40

8. "J-‘;gb aal Al ¥ Al-4 ‘araf 54

9. "laplad | galusy g Cuuad Laa Lo 2 aguuail] () gang ¥l agds i L ol gy A (gl ¥ ey DB
Al-Nisaa 65."But no, by thy Lord, they can have no Faith, until they make thee judge in all

disputes between them, and find in their souls no resistance against thy decisions, but

accept them with the fullest conviction™.

10. "a 093 e Ll agilan g b sl ) 53331 “What! Have they partners who have

established for them some religious Rules that Allah Has not decreed?” Al-shourah 31

This is not about committing a sin and act against the rule of Allah. It is about
establishing a parallel Shariat (Law) that regulates the humans’ lives in all aspects. This
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is claiming the Uloohiyah with Allah SWT. This is being an Ilah with Allah. This is the
true major Kufr and Shirk, plain and simple! Some thought that it’s a minor shirk. This is
a major mistake in understanding Tawheed, as it defies the very essence of “La Illah Ila
Allah”. Tt establishes more than one Ilah. We will discuss all the aspects of this

claim that was promoted by the modern Murjiya 4 <!l represented in the Sultan
scholars (who sold their soles to the rulers for money and positions) and some of the
misled Islamic movements.

Those who claim that right are called “Taghoot” < &\Wall as the origin of the word
“Toghian” ¢\ in Arabic means exceeding the limit.

Taghoot is any and every body or individual who claims the right of Uloohiyah with
Allah.

e Allah SWT said:”Then we have put you (O)Muhammad on an evident way of our
commandment, so follow that and do not follow the desires of those who does not
know” Al-Jaathiya 18  "0salss ¥ cpl ol sal aiii V5 Leaiild 5a¥) (ge Ay i o Mlibea

e And HE said: ”Or do they have partners with Allah who have legislated for them

a Deen which Allah has not allowed” Al-Shoora 167. ol (s agd | se 5 1Sy agd ol
oAl

Hadith Al-Termezie: A’adie Ibn Hatem #ila ¢ (s2esaid: | came to the Prophet #5 with a
golden cross around my neck (he was a new Muslim converted from Christianity), the
prophet # said: Oh A’adie take off this idol (wathan), and then I heard the prophet &
reciting: the Ayas of surat Al-Tawba: “They have took their priests and anchorites to be
their Lords besides Allah™. The Prophet # said: They weren’t worshiping them but they
used to accept from them reverting Haram things into Halal and Halal things into
Haram”.

Tafseer Ayat Al-Maiedah:

47 ailal) 11 g RS an Litld A 350 Lay aSay Al Cag"

" S a0 ST e Jgb

Ibn A’abas saying: “this is a Kufr that is less than the major Kufr”

Alal) 03 A B AL g dalll) (e a9l 3 e e iS Sllia

Following are ten explanations of the Al-Ma’eida Ayas that are Based on Usoul Al-Figh.
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Al-Walaa s¥s

Walaa means to support and protector. When the believers obey Allah swr,
and submit to his Shariat, and to the practice the servitude completely, the
only Walie for them is Allah; their supporter and protector. They take Him
as a Walie, and He takes them as Awliyaa, means they listen to Him and
obey and adhere to His commands, and therefore they seek no protection
from any one but Him.

Taking any non-Muslim as Walie is Shirk, and it can be a Major Shirk or
Minor Shirk, depending on the situation and the intention. It was mentioned
in Quran 33 times.

o V) (8 A el elld Jady has ciaall 52 a sl G ASD) (sl 225 Y
Madi il oS jiay g 6Bl age |85 G A’al Imran 28
o aadll oLl | ohilad g Uall s (A st )5 58S g ) Jaans (B (0518 ) gial )"
"l S GUardll aS o) Al-Nisa 76
o " Jiw G soale (in sl agia | o080 D o) g (53 58 1 5 S LaS (5 S5 150 4"
Al-Nisa 89
o Mlasan 8 all (e 5 all pavie (o gainl (piagall ()53 (e sl Cp ASH () g3a% oI
Al-Nisa 139
o "Cniagall 53 e eLlsl C ASI 15325 Y ) il (3l Lol L Al-Nisa 144
o oSicaglsh (g pany el sl agummy oLl (g jbaill 5 3 sl | 53855 Y ) gial oAl gl Ly "
"Cpaldall 0 g8l g2 Y A () cagia 438 Al-Maida 51 (Table 51).
o ASLE (e LS ) g g ) e Land 5 19 38 aSia | 3830 (dl) 1 o385 Y ) il cppdll Ll L
"sLlsi Al-Maida 57.
o Melalgl an 532 Ll U3l ey (il 5 Al () g 19S5 Al-Maida 81.
o " S aludg (NI A (ST gladi V) (any el 5l agaians |5 3 03 S"Al-Anfal
73.

o o O lans aSia ol 5 Ul aga sl | 518 3) da (35l sl (8 Lis B sl oK1 S "
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Al-Mumtahana 4.
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¢ In the Hadith of Termizi, reported thru Al-Zuharie (Mursal/Hurried): that
the Prophet 3 has taken the oath of a new Muslim saying to him” to
pray, fast Ramadan, Make Hajj, Pay Zakat, and do not be amongst Kuffar
except if you are in War with them”. And was reported connected that the
Prophet #& said: “I denounce of whoever lives between/with the
Mushriks, then he said: “their fires does not show to each other” means
they stay distant from each other.

There are two levels of Wala’a:

1. Wala’a of Kufr: this is when the support Muslim is

In the intention to espionage and compromise
Muslim’s security and welfare, such as being a spy
and reveal the secrets of the Muslims to the
disbelievers. However, there is an incident in Sirah
that those who have a way to twist the meanings and
interpretation of Tawheed use to distort the facts of
our great religion. This is the story of the companion
Hateb Ibn Abi Balta’a 4ail i ¢ wbls that is
reported in Al-Bukhari 3939, and others, where the
prophet # found a letter that he wrote to the
Mushrekeen (disbelievers) of Mecca to warn them
that the prophet # is coming to attack them with
power beyond their capabilities, and telling them that
they should surrender. So, the prophet # asked Hateb:
why did you do that? Hated said that he did it because
he was afraid his family will get killed in Mecca and
he wanted to warn the people of Mecca so they do not
harm his family and that he wanted them to surrender
to the Muslims. The prophet ¥ said: He is telling you
the truth. Omar said to the prophet #: he betrayed
Allah and the prophet, so let me cut his neck. The
prophet # said: leave him, you wouldn’t know that
maybe Allah has looked upon the people of Badr and
said: do whatever you wish, | have forgiven you
(Hateb was one of the Muslims who fought in Badr).
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Some take this as a proof that a person who commits a
grand treason and tell the disbelievers about Muslims
affairs and be an accessory for Kufar to attack
Muslims is a Muslim and that his action is a sin. That
is not true. Breaking the Wal’a to Allah swt and the
Prophet #in this form is an act of Kufr. In that story
there are many points to consider. The prophet % did
not say to Omar that the act of Hateb in just a sin or
that he does not deserve to die. He just gave two
reasons that cannot be realized in any other case. First,
that the prophet himself knew and told that Hateb was
telling the truth. Secondly, that he enjoys a special status
for those who fought in Badr that cannot be shared by
any other person. No one else would have such status.
Such Hadith does not and should not contradict the
massive ayas of Quran that describes Wal’a as part of the
pillars of Tawheed.

2. Wal’a of Sin: in this type of Wal’a a Muslim might
practice some types of support or friendship of a
disbeliever over a Muslim, like giving a job to a
disbeliever although a Muslim applied for it and he
has the same qualities as the disbeliever. This does not
derive a Muslim out of Islam, but constitutes a sin.

However, this by any means does not constitute a rude, unfair or bad attitude
with the people of the book (Christians & Jews). On the contrary, we are
ordered to be kind to all and to promote our Islamic faith in God words
without being rude or violent, so they can accept our faith, as we live
amongst them, in their own societies. The Fatwa is that: We are only
allowed to respond to whoever attacks us for self-defense.

Rituals and Nusuk: ¢ludll g iladd)

All rituals and Nusuk have to be directed to Allah swr. As we only receive
our guidance form Allah swr, we also direct our rituals to Him.
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1. Dua’a sedl)

i S il Jsedl oSy JE5 “And your Lord said:
Ask me and I will answer your call”, “And who
IS more astray than the one who calls some one
who cannot answer him till the day of
Judgment, and who are unconscious of their
call? And when mankind are gathered for the
resurrection, they (the worshiped) will reject
their worshiping of them”. Al-Ahqaf 5,6

1. Hadith: Al-Du’aa is Worship (Ebadah) “Dua’a
Is worship”. Al-Termezie 2895, Sahih

2. Aduiuy)y &uiuy) asking help from other than Allah

I. Al-Iste’anah: can only be with Allah swr,
“You re the One we worship and You are the
One we seek help from”. Gexivd bl 5 2 Al

ii. zAl-Istighathah: can be from Allah swt and
others as well: “so, he was asked help from the
one who is a member of his own people to over
come his enemy”’.

3. Al-Thaba’aieh (Animal sacrifices) g=bdll
I. For the sake of Allah swt
ii. In the of Allah swt

4. Fanaticism in applause of good people (saints), and
Building Masjids on top of graves

I. The essence of Kufr and Shirk: Hadith
A’aisha: that the prophet &5 in nis last words as he was
dying: May Allah places his condemnation on the
Jews, they took Masjids on the graves of their
prophets”. Al-Bukhari 4078

Ii. 1bn Ghareer: in tafseer of the yat: Have you
seen the Lata and the Ozah (idols”: AQI-lat was
one of the good people that used to serve the
pilgrims in Mecca, then we he died they took a
Masjid on his grave to remember him, and then
he was taken as an idol”.
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5. Fortunetellers 43 i dig<l g
I. Hadith: “whoever goes to a Fortuneteller and
believed what he tells him, he committed Kufr

of the message of Mohammed” Musnad Ahmad
9779/9171/8922, and IbnMajah, Abi Dawoud , Al-termizie

6. Tiyarah (Superstitious & Good Omen) & skl
I. Hadith: “there is no contagiousness, nor
superstitious” Muslim.

7. Picture making s sl

I. Hand Painting is Kufr, with a consensus of
scholars. Hadith: “The most tortured people on
the day of Judgment are the painters” Al-
Bukhari and Muslim.

Ii. The photographs: some scholars said it falls
under the same category, and some other
scholars said: the camera does not create a new
face, it merely captures what was created by
Allah, as the other Hadith gives other
explanation that is “those who imitates the
creation of Allah” Al-Bukhari, so, the camera
does not create new creation other than what is
already there.

8. Pendants ailall)
i. Hadith: “Whoever takes a Tamimah “Pendant”,
has committed Shirk” Musnad Ahmad 16781

9. Swear on the name of beloved ones and any thing
other than Allah swt 4 s Cilall: |s Haram and can
be shirk if the intention of the person is to give a
status to the subject of his swear as Allah swr.

Train the Trainer Manual, Dr Tarig Abdelhaleem, 31 Dec 2003, Ver 4.1 98



DAR AL-ARQAM ISLAMIC CENTER
ne_‘mdsé;l@‘)éew\%_‘hn

T

Chapter 1: Islam & Eman Definitions:

1. In some Suras of the Quran and Hadith of the prophet #, Islam
signifies the actions of the Person (praying, fasting, ..) and Eman
signifies the inner feelings and believes of the Person (Believe in
Allah, Angeles, ...).

Examples:

The Hadith of Omar about Gebreal the angel: when Gebreal
came to the prophet # while he was sitting with the followers
and asked him about Islam: He said Oh Mohamed, what is

Islam? The prophet said: to say the word of Tawheed, to pray to

fast, to gfive out the Zakat and to make Haj if you are capable.

He said: That is true. He then asked the prophet: what is Eman:
the prophet said: to believe in Allah, His angels, His books, His
Messengers, the day of Judgement and the Qada and Qadar. He

said: that is correct.” Part of the correct Hadith by Bokhari.

In this authentic Hadith, Islam is the obvious actions and Eman is the

inner actions.

2. Some other Aayat and Hadith indicate that Islam and Eman are

interchangeable.

Examples: Then we evacuated those of the believers who were there,
but we found not there any just (Muslim) persons except in one house

”51:36/37

3. Some other Ayat and Hadith, indicate that Islam includes inner

believes and Eman includes obvious bodely actions:

Examples: Allah SWT Said: “only those are believers who have
believed in Allah and his Messenger, and have never since doubted,
but have striven with their belongings and their persons in the Cause

of Allah”49:15
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In Hadith narrated by Abi Hurayra: that the prophet ¥ said: ‘Eman is
few over seventy branches, the highest is the two testimonies of

Tawheed and the lowest is removing obstacles from road.” Muslim

Scholars concluded that:

If Islam or Eman are mentioned separately, Islam/Eman signifies the
totality of the Deen, internal and external (as in the Aayat “The
religion before Allah is Islam”3:19%. If they are gathered in one text,
Islam then is the external physical actions and Eman is the internal
believes.

Chapter 2: Eman is Sayings and Actions & It Increases & decreases:

It is the consensus of the Ahlul Sunna and Jamaa that Islam is:

e Sayings: By Heart: The Believe in Allah and the
Messengers.
By Tongue: The word of Tawheed.
e Actions: By Heart: Fear and love of Allah.
By Tongue: Zikr and Reading Quran.

By Limbs and body: Praying, Fasting, Jihad.
This Eman increases and decreases.

e |t increases by doing more of the good deeds.
e It decreases by doing more of the bad deeds.

Muslims of Ahlul Sunna were divided into two in this respect:
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a. The majority of Ahlul Sunna: they said that the definition of
Eman incorporates the Actions as well as the believes into the
word itself.

b. The Ahnaf of Ahlul Sunna took the opinion that Eman is only
in the heart and the actions are necessary and obligatory part of
it, except from outside of the definition of Eman.

The difference between the two points of view is merely on the surface. The
fact that both believes that Actions are necessary for Eman to materialize.
The difference is Ahnaf see it out side of the definition of the word, and the
rest of Ahlul Sunna seas it inside the boundary of the word.

Ahlul Sunna, however, is correct in their analogy. The word Eman was
mentioned in Quran separately but next to the Actions of good deeds not
because they are of separate nature, but just to signify the importance of the
actions and good deeds to Eman. This is called the process of singling the
specific out of the general to show how important it is. Allah SWT said:
“whoever 1s an enemy to Allah and His angels and His messengers, to
Gabriel and Michael, lo! Allah is an enemy to those who reject Faith2:98.

In this Ayat, Allah SWT has mentioned the angels first, then singled out
Gabriel and Michael, although they are included in the angels, just to stress
their importance, as the Jews used to say that they hate the two respected
angels.

Chapter 3: Levels & Components of Eman:

Eman can be seen as three levels:

1. Comprehensive Eman (Eman_Mujmal): which is Tawheed,
means: to believe in the words and sayings of the prophet
generally and without physical proof. This Eman is valid and
enough in places where the Islamic laws are not found or not
known, or before such laws were revealed to the prophet. It
does not need to have Eman of the detailed shariat as it is not
required or known yet. But it requires the definite intention to
believe in any law or faith that shall be revealed or known to
the person at the time it happens without hesitance.
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2. Detailed Eman (Eman_Wajib): Eman that is required by a
Muslim every time he comes across a new action that is
required by shariat. So, if man has no enough money to pay
Zakat, it is not part of his detailed Eman to do it or to know
more about it. It is only required for his Eman to have Eman in
Zakat and that it’s obligatory for those who have the money of
Nesab (quota). But, as soon he acquires what is enough for the
Nesab, thjs part is not enough any more. It is now part of his
detailed (obligatory) Eman to actually pay the Zakat. So, this
Eman is different between person and the other. It also differs
for the same person from time to time.

3. Complete Eman (Eman Kamel): which means that the
Muslim do whatever he/she can of the recommended acts, and
avoid whatever he/she can of the hated actions.

The concept of increase and decrease of Eman is valid in the
second and third levels. But, it is not valid in the first as this
part should be settled for all Muslims in order to get into the
circle of Islam; i.e. the Tawheed.

Eman can also be categorized into three distinguished

Components:
1. Knowledge:

as no one can believe in any subject without knowing what it is.
So, one should know what Tawheed is to be able to start the
process of Eman in his heart and actions.

2. Attesting (True/False Statement)

When some one tells you about an incident that has already
took place, or alternatively, shall take place, you either believe
him or not. This kind of belief is merely associating a statement
of True or False to the person or the event. It does not
necessarily prompt you to act upon it or get committed to its
consequences. The association of a True/False statement to a
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religious matter or event is not enough to make the person a
“pbeliever”. It was reported in the Sira (Biography of the
Prophet) that many Christian priests and Jews religious people
used to have that kind of belief in the prophet.

But, it did not make them “believers” as it lacks the third
component, the will to act upon it (Dedication). It was reported
by Ibn Al-Qayem that two Christian brothers, Haritha and Karz,
were heading to Medina. Karz tripped off his horse. He coursed
the prophet. Haritha swore at his brother. Karz asked: why are
you swearing at me for? Haritha said: | swear to God that he
(the prophet) is the prophet that we were waiting for. Karz said:
why don’t we follow him then? Haritha said: you have seen
what these people (of the Church) did for us, gave us money
and position, and they do not want to fully him. Karz listend
and kept this in his mind until he reached Medina and met with
the prophet and become a Muslim (Zad Al-Miyad, V2 P xx).
Ibn Al-Qayem commented: “this means that knowledge or
believing that what the prophet said (that it is True) is not
enough for one to become a Muslim (Zad Al-Miyad, V2 P xx).

This first part of the right (complete) belief, where the mind
associates a True/False statement to the matter/event, is only
considered full belief by some of the Murjeya sect. Ibn Taymia
explained that such argument is false, as those who put it
forward thought that “A definite will to commit something,
together with the full capability to do it, can actually sometimes
do not materialize in making that thing happen”. As an
example; let us assume you are very hungry, and you want to
eat disparately. A nice table is within your reach with all kinds
of food, while you have nothing to fear of eating from that
table, neither you are incapacitated by any means to reach out
for that food. Is it possible that you actually sit down, looking at
the food, not trying to get any of it? Any psychiatrist t in the
world, so as Ibn Taymia’s analysis, would reject that this can
ever happen. If some one did not reach for the food, then he is
either not hungry enough to eat, or something is on the way and
he just could not do it. That is why any true belief has to have
actions associated with it. And, that is why the Eman definition

Train the Trainer Manual, Dr Tarig Abdelhaleem, 31 Dec 2003, Ver 4.1 103



DAR AL-ARQAM ISLAMIC CENTER
ne_‘mdsé;l@‘)é#\%_‘hn

T
of Ahlul Sunna is the right one as it takes into consideration
such argument.

3. Commitment:

This is the third part of the three components of Eman. It is
divided into two main sections:

a. Establishment of Commitment:

Where the heart establishes the commitment to do whatever
need to be done (in terms of actions), or to believe whatever
needed to believe (in terms of faith such as story of the
Prophets etc.), of Shariat commands and facts. The only actions
that is required to validate the Eman (or Islam) of the person at
this level is to:

e Do whatever is required to make you inter the circle
of Islam (the word of Tawheed and praying in some
Madhab).

e Refrain from doing any action that might gets you out
of Islam (Shirk or Kufr) such as adopting another laws
completely, make walaa with Kuffar).

b. Execute/Carry out Islamic obligations and actions:

This is where Eman increases and decreases. By doing more
good deeds, following the Sunna, and avoiding more sins,
Eman increases and visa versa.

The two main sects that were deviated from Ahlul Sunna, |
mean Murjya and Khawarj, have went out of the right
Aqida just because of the distortion of their Agida in this
very point; Eman and its components.

Murjya said that Eman can be complete and accepted if it includes
components 1 and 2. That is why they never buzzard by doing sins and
how it affects the Muslim’s Eman. Khawarij, on the contrary, they saw
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Eman as the three components 1, 2 and 3a & 3b. So, they actually
included every single action in the very definition of Eman, saying that
Eman can not be partitioned. It’s only one thing, if one losses part of it he
losses it all. Based on that understanding, if a Muslim commits a sin, he
turns Kafir right away. They perceive sins as Kufr.

Ahlul Sunna perceived the minimum requirement for a person to be
Muslim and have minimum Eman is to avoid being internalized in hellfire
Is to have components 1, 2 and 3a. 3b is where Eman grows up or down.

And this is what is covered by the word (I’eteqad *-&ie1) means in text
books.

1.
Knowledg

3. Commitment
A )

2.
Attesting

B. Execution
.“. . w“

3. Commitment
Ay
A. Establishment
sy
Eman for different Sects:
Ahlul Sunnah = 1+2+3a
Khawarrij/Mutazelah = 1+2+3a+3b
Murjieyah = 1+2

Levels of Sins & Insistence on committing Sins:
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Ahlul Sunna perceived all sins as major considering who the sinner is
disobeying. One should refrain from doing any sin as it is very ungrateful
to Allah SWT. However, following many Hadith and Ayat of Quran,
scholars, classified sins as:

Major Sins:

Minor Sins:

Some said they are four, seven or nine, depending
on the Hadith. The different numbers of major sins
reported in the Hadith does not mean they are
contradicting each other. The difference in
numbers is sort of diversification rather than
contradiction. Also, some scholars set attributes to
the major sin such as the sins that Allah SWT
stated a punishment for in the Quran or Sunna. Or,
that major sins are those sins were the sinner is
warned of punished by hellfire. Examples of Major
sins are Adultery, killing a person, stealing,
backbiting and running from the enemy in the war.
Committing such sins once is committing a major
sin.

These are sins other than the Major, such as telling
a lie, hitting some one, swearing at someone. Such
sins are considered minor in regards to its effect.
However, minor sins does not stay minor for ever,
iIf some one insists on keep doing a minor sin, it
turns to a Major sin. This is because it gives the
impression that the doer is taking the whole matter
of Halal and Haram lightly and does not have the
proper respect to Allah SWT. As Ibn Al-Qayem
mentioned, doing a Major sin once, with a real
genuine of repentance might have enough
cleansing and healing power than committing a
minor sin over and over. The saying “There is no
minor sin with insistence and there is no major sin
with repentance” is true and valid.
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